
 
Part I 

 
Operation Salaam was an endeavour on behalf of the German Abwehr (German 

Military Intelligence Service sections I and II).  
 

Concerning the latter: due to its complex task, it was (also) an endeavour on behalf of the 
Lehrregiment Brandenburg “ or z.b.V. 800”, which latter became known as Division 

Brandenburg (Brandenburg was its actual base). 
 

My main sources are: 
 

KV 2/1467 and KV 2/1468  
 

Additionally combined with various R.S.S. reports, and, for this occasion, also implementing 
information derived from post-war publications; because you otherwise may not understand 
the context of what it all is about. 

 
The KV 2/1467-68 file series are mainly containing the interrogation reports on Eppler and 
Sandstede over the period 1942 and beyond, among it also some Egyptian court sessions. 
Eppler had got contacts, among other people, with young Egyptian officers, opposing British 
occupation of their country, like: Anwar Sadat, the later murdered Egyptian President; but 
also the first post-war Egyptian President Nasser, albeit, in the post-war publications 
sometimes mentioned, though, we haven’t found traces on the latter in these files. But, quite 
many MI 5/MI 6 and S.I.M.E. files have been ‘weeded’ in post war times, therefore one is 
never certain whether as to what extent it once had been cleaned-up.  
 
Eppler and Sandstede and all other implied, should be kept secret for the Egyptian authorities, 
as they may have had grounds to pull the legal handling out of British hands. 

 
 

However, these files don’t make sense, as long as we do not understand the context by which 
this story commenced. 

 
 

On the one hand, Operation Salaam, headed by László Almásy (1895), (der Ungar, as Hans 
von Steffens called him), was most successful, though, on the other hand Unternehmen 

Condor (Kondor) proved to be a failure.  
 

But, this was not directly Eppler- and Sandstede’s fault! 
Both men had been considered to operate for a few weeks only, because this was the lapse of 

time before the Germans thought to have reached Cairo; before their dash into the Middle 
East. The ultimate aim was to shake hands with the German Forces which were supposed to 

have pushed through the Russian Caucasus.  
 

However, we should consider that it was Rommel’s ultimate decision which caused the blow. 
 

Rommel had ordered that all troops, without exception, should proceed forward against 
Tobruk. 

 
Consequently, this order implied - that also the Abwehr mobile wireless station “Schildkröte” 

with their two W/T operators: Ogfr. Waldemar Weber and Fw. Walter Aberle, within their 
“non-military” wireless car were captured:-       

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/L%C3%A1szl%C3%B3_Alm%C3%A1sy


       Staritz Abwehrfunk-Funkabwehr 
 

This kind of Abwehr (adaptation) converted an “Opel Admiral”* into a mobile wireless 
station, like once was “Schildkröte”. However, it once might have looked differently, but it 

must have been about like this concept. 
The wooden cabin was an Abwehr ‘brew’ construction, as to substitute onto the cut-away rear 

car section. 
Such kind of vehicles were often a nightmare for their operators (told me my good friend 

Rudolf Staritz (97)), as it could often not cope with the terrains of operation, like mud or soft 
sand.   

* I suppose that, for example, a Ford V8 could have done the job too, as this type was built by Ford in Europe. 
 

HW 13-52 on our page-number 11: 

 
Quote:  There is mention of special recce. (reconnaissance)  cars, with a transmitting room at 
the rear. 
We may consider that this is pointing just at similar vehicle construction; albeit that it was in 
no way a proper reconnaissance vehicle. 

 
However, what should not have happened happened, of course: on 27 May 1942, near to Bir 
Hachein, a New Zealand group captured a strange vehicle. Inside, among wireless gear, they 
captured also two men and an English novel: 
 

   DEHS AS12 lecture 
Rebecca, by Daphne du Maurier 

 



But issued in English language, 1941 version, which never appeared in Germany. 
Following investigations proved, that (some) copies once had been obtained in Lisbon. 

 
And, both Aberle and Weber weren’t speaking English fluently. This is at least what once had 

been recorded by others. 
But, both men had been selected because they were originating from Palestine and they spoke 
arabic language fluently, wouldn’t they have learned English language as well; which was 
nevertheless the language of the ruling occupants? 
 
However, you do not have to be too smart as to draw the conclusion that their capture was of 

particular interest for the Allied Services; opposing Rommel’s DAK. 
 
On 24 May 1942, both Johann Eppler, the latter also legally possessing an Egyptian passport 
on the name of Houssein Gafaar (this was the name of the second husband of Eppler’s 
mother, and his colleague Gerd Sandstede (who lived for a considerable time in East Africa, 
like: Uganda and Kenya, he even spoke Swahili). However, Johann Eppler and his W/T 
operator Gerd Sandstede entered Egypt near Asyut (Assiut) and took the train to Cairo; where 
they arrived safely.  
 
Therefore we may draw the conclusion, that transmissions were at least starting about same 
the time that Weber and Aberle had been captured (27 May) in the Libyan desert. Eppler and 
Sandstede arrived in Cairo, but first they had to establish themselves, which took, of course, 
some time. 
 
By Arthur O. Bauer 
 
I would like to invite you to consider what Wikipedia is providing on  László  Almásy and on 

Operation Salaam. 
 
In German language: https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ladislaus_Alm%C3%A1sy 

or 
In English language: https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ladislaus_Alm%C3%A1sy 

 

 
Almásy Lásló 

 

https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ladislaus_Alm%C3%A1sy
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ladislaus_Alm%C3%A1sy


Operation Salaam and Condor 
 

About László Almásy 
and 

Johann Eppler and Gerd Sandstede 
 

 
 

Before starting our Survey based on British S.M.I.E. interrogations, I would like to explain 
briefly the pre-face of their spectacular journey 

 
The key figure in Berlin/Brandenburg was Wachtmeister Hans von Steffens. (According to 
Eppler- and Sandstede, he once was engaged in the “French Foreigners Legion’ 
(Fremdenlegion), therefore von Steffens was not acceptable for Wehrmacht duties in the 
1930s. However, he became engaged in the Lehrregiment “z.b.V. 800” at Brandenburg.  
 
What we know, is partly based upon Steffens’ book “Salaam” and is to a great extent in 
accordance with Eppler and Sandstede’s story. However, Eppler’s book is of inferior 
historical quality, as too many fake stories being told. 
 
All preparations started in1941, we may consider that it was Major Ritter (1898) of Ast 
Hamburg who got in contact with the Hungarian Authorities and he might have raised the 
question: whether it was possible to engage Rittmeister Laszlo Almásy for operations in the 
Libyan and Egyptian desert. Almásy once was a well known Sahara explorer, who had lived 
there for more than a decade.  
 
However, they reached an agreement, and Almásy was since becoming a Hauptmann in 
Rommel’s DAK. The endeavours in 1941 were a failure (on his return flight (notice on the 
map the dashed line), Ritter  himself was the pilot of a He 111 which crashed into the 
Mediterranean Sea on 17 July 1941) and this was also the ‘termination’ of  Nikolaus Adolf 
Fritz Ritter’s career in the Abwehr (but not the only reason). He ended up as a commander of 
an artillery unit on the Eastern Front.    What proved to be apparent, was, that both Ritter and 
Almásy didn’t like each other. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/L%C3%A1szl%C3%B3_Alm%C3%A1sy


During the course of 1941, Johann (Hans) Eppler and Gerd Sandstede were selected for their 
qualifications of having solid knowledge of the Middle East, Arabic language skill, and in 
case of Sandstede who was perfect English speaking and who had lived in East-Africa. 
 
However, they had to undergo particular training, and both men were sent to the Abwehr 
training site “Striegau” in Silesia (now Poland). Coincidental being there about the same time 
as was Rudolf Staritz’s brother, who was also to be trained and there. 
 
 

 
     Staritz Abwehrfunk-Funkabwehr 

Hptm. Prodehl Ii (left) handed over a decoration to both Gerd Sandstede (the tall one) and 
Johann Eppler; in front right  

 
Hans von Steffens, according his book, and also found in some RSS reports, became 
responsible for organising the preparations for a very challenging endeavour: bringing a 
couple of agents inside Egypt. This endeavour got the code-name: Salaam. And the second 
part of the challenge was Eppler and Sandstede’s establishment in Cairo (Unternehmen 
Condor), from where they should wireless intelligence information onto Rommel’s mobile 
wireless station “Schildkröte”.  We know already that this latter station had been captured on 
27 May 1942. For security reasons a second station had been ordered to be stand-by from 
Athens (likely station “Otter”). But after the loss of the Schildkröte station also Athens got the 
order to neglect all “Condor” related wireless calls.  In other words, both men were without 
communications, but didn’t imagine what is wrong. Quite understandable, they expected that 
their transmitter had a failure instead.  



 
However, as to get a brief understanding for what Steffens had to counter, let us view the next 
photo: 
 

 
These wooden tracks had to be obtained in Germany, in 1941: 

 
A country in its third war-year. All seems simple, but can you imagine what the specifications 
of these wooden strips should fulfil? Nowhere there is a designated manufacturer for it. Also 
try to imagine - what kind of wood will be necessary? And you will understand a small 
portion of the technical problems (challenges) which had to be solved; time and again. 
Germany had become a war industrial country. Thus exceptional matters weren’t regularly 
manufactured. (vertical economy versus horizontal economy) 

 
The uniforms were another problem, they finally decided to adopt kaki coloured  uniforms, 
but who was able to supply it? It finally was decided to adapt GAF tropical outfits. The 
advantage, was that from some distance it was difficult to recognise the difference between 
British and their German special wearing.  
 
Food? and many other matters had to be obtained also before leaving the Berlin area. How to 
gain special canned food stuff? Supplies, regularly being ordered a long time before it should 
be delivered, but what to expect in a hurry.  
 
Hans von Steffens managed all; and thereafter accompanied the track via Naples, to Tripoli, 
where he arrived far before he was expected. 
 
However, also Hans von Steffens could not cope well with Almásy (like did most others).  
 
A simpler matter was the supply of sufficient transport vehicles. Please notice the crucial 
moment in history: Rommel was approaching rapidly and they captured all sorts of stocks. 
For Almásy his American (Camel) cigarettes; but more importantly, the DAK also captured 
wide stocks of vehicle of all sorts. The German manufacturers were not used to mass produce 
civil cars for rude environment, like the Sahara desert constitutes. There luckily existed stocks 
of suitable cars, like the Ford V8 station-wagons and the typical “Fritzer” trucks as the 
Germans named them. 
 
 
 

↓ 



 
These cars had been selected, from the stocks at hand, and were desert proof 

 
The German military designations (Hoheitszeichen) had, of course, been repainted; albeit, not 
too fanatically. Afterwards oil and sand had been rubbed over it, so that from some distance 
the German symbols could not be recognised; but legally these existed. 

 

 
En route 

 
The advantage of US cars were, that these possessed rather powerful engines, mostly of the V 

8 type, in contrast to German gear, where economics was what mainly counted. 
 
 
 
 
↓ 
 
 
↓ 



 
A work-horse was the British truck, which they (the Germans) called: Fritzer  

 
All obtained from captured Allied supplies, in spring 1942.  

 
Let us consider the Salaam endeavour map more in details. 

 

 
This map is covering some operations of 1941 and most of 1942 

 
On the left-hand side - Hans von Steffens left with a great deal of luck Neapels (Naples) and 
for their own safety, they flew routes which were less dangerous than the direct course.  
Neapel (Naples) Messina – Taormina – Sussa in Tunisia (Vichy French ruled, and thus yet on 
the German side) ending at Tripolis (Tripoli). 
 
Before starting with their journey, the cars should be fit with some navigation gear. Some got 
gyros and also compasses were build-in. The only means keeping on track during poor 
circumstances, like sand-storms or during night-trips, was heading by means of compass. I 
assume that this was based on Almásy’s experience of foregoing Sahara expeditions.  
 

↓ 



In Tripolis (Tripoli) preparations had to be accomplished before they could leave for 
operation Salaam. From Tripolis (Tripoli) all was managed by cars and trucks. First to Al 
Agheila and Agedabia and from there entering the desert heading for the Italian controlled 
Oasis Gialo. Where they stayed for resupply water and petrol and that like.  
 
Almásy approached first on a bit more direct route, but he was heavily struck in sand-dunes 
and was, after a while, forced to return to Gialo again. Hans von Steffens apparently suffered 
from heart problems and W/T operator Beilharz also had to leave the expedition. Steffens 
ended up in May 1943 in the vicinity of Tunis, and he was among those who should not be 
captured (Geheimnisträger) and left at the final moment from Tunis by plane for Sicilia.    
 
However, Hans von Steffens describes the journey events (Gialo – Japsa Pass v.v.) from hear-
say and with some imagination, because he had to return to Tripoli before Almásy’s journey 
left for the second expedition. What we do not expect, is, that on their route southwards, some 
of the trajectory was like a moon landscape, only covered by rocks. Nevertheless, they arrived 
at the foot of the long-stretched Gilf Kebir  mountain-plateau stretching about 750 km, which 
Almásy had a long time ago discovered. The only troublesome moment was to re-find the 
entrance where they could access the plateau. Ultimately they found it and were heading 
eastwards. They encountered twice a group of empty British trucks, lined up in a circle such 
that the engines facing onto a centre. But all gas-tanks were completely filled with petrol. We 
may assume a spare stock for eventual necessity. Almásy also re-found his cans containing 
drinking water, which be had dug into the ground, in 1932. It proved that it was still 
consumable!   
 
Sunday 23/24 May 1942, they reached the Oasis Charga, which possessed a road-block 
manned by Sudanese soldiers. Here Almásy’s great trick was coming to bear. 
 

 
On the left-hand side we see ‘tall’ Gerd Sandstede and on the right Johann Eppler 

Please notice in front of the car the black plate with the word “Pass” on it. 



 
This plate just did what it was supposed to do, as it indicated that a high ranking officer 
should be provided free passing. The Sudanese guard was soon convinced and he gave away 
the passage. 
They had approached this critical point of their journey with two cars only, for the case that 
one car would break-down; the rest remained out-of-sight from the Sudanese guards.  
 
 
 

 
Almásy at the Japsa-Pass, where Eppler and his colleague Sandstede had now to approach 

their 7 km walk into Egypt 
 
According von Steffens’ book (page 219) Almásy’s party reached Gialo again on 4th June 
1942. Please go back to the map and notice the distance between Japsa Pass and Gialo having 
crossed it within not yet two weeks and bridging about 1500 km! 
 
During this journey they have had no chance of communicating with Gialo or other services, 
as not to endanger their trip due to application of W/T transmissions. Albeit, that we will 
notice later that some had been intercepted, but what really occurred was not yet properly 
grasped by R.S.S. services. 
 
However, Eppler and Sandstede lived for, say, two months in liberty in Cairo, before they had 
been caught on Sunday 25 July 1942, whereas they arrived on 24 May 1942, in Egypt.  
 
 

↓ 
 



 
A. The Deutsche Funklinien-Karte (map) mainly reconstructed 

In my perception showing the extent of most of German communication links between their 
various stations; neglecting the minor ones and direct spy communications. 

 
The (line) group 2/25 between Tripolis (Tripoli) and Berlin (Stahnsdorf/Belzig) constituted 
the main communication link. 
 

 

 
Please notice first Group III/28 which can also be written 3/28 too 

Please go now back to the foregoing Funklinien map and look for Wiesbaden (Wilja) and at 
least we see that this Ast (Abwehrstelle) is using, together with Stuttgart (Sonja) III or 3 line 

groups. 
ISOS serial decoding number 16986 Group III/28 
Algiers to Wiesbaden 
RSS message serial 768/ 29/12/41  (thus of 29 December 1941) 
German call-sign KJG at frequency 8545 kHz  on 1605 hrs of 29/12/1941 
424 [78086] might once have been related to the German message header or that like. 
SCR  1500 hours.  To Militäir Attaché, Nachrichten Offizier. Tunis advises that the 
waveband of the Tunis transmitter is to be changed from  5000 kHz to 15,000 kHz that of the 
receiver from 6800 kHz to 15,000 kHz. Both stations are again ready for Tripoli tonight, in 
accordance with W/T message of Heeresfunkstelle Tripoli. (AOB, These frequency changes 
might have been caused by seasonal wave propagations) 
      Signed Verbandskommando Algiers 



(AOB, What can we learn from it? At least that they operated for some time on that day, on 
so-called split frequencies. In other words, they did receive at another frequency than they 
transmitted. The advantage, is, that when reception is interfered, the operator could transmit, 
for instance, some dots so that the other side knew that he should at least go back some blocks 
of 5 figures)  
 

Some derived from the evaluation file HW 13-52 our page number 8, not file page! 

 
(a)   On air-recce. (reconnaissance), by experience pilots like Blaich, Rhotert, or Schulz-
Kampfhaenkel; or on ground recce. by individuals like Almásy or von Griesheim (AOB, = 
WIDO Rittmeister Witlo von Griesheim*), or by larger columns.  
(b)   On Secret Service sources controlled in Libya by von Griesheim (Wido) and, later, by 
Obstlt. Haeckel (Bimbo) of Special Detachment D (Dora) as well; both under the orders of 
Major Seubert (Angelo) of OKW Abwehr I Heer (West) Berlin – for example, the proposed 
dropping of a missionary near Lake Chad. 
 This Intelligence  System keeps close touch with A.O.C. in C. (AOB, Chef AOK?) in 
South and Panzer Army. 
(c)   On German-Italian Y-Intelligence, based on a W/T network in South Libya. 
It was at one time thought that Wido was concerned with fomenting a Pan-African or Pan-
Moslem movement. But his activities seem hitherto entirely Intelligence 
 
* Like most people engaged in the Almásy endeavour, also Wido got problems with him and was therefore 
seemingly removed from Tripoli (Tripolis). However the HW 13 -52 file proofs, that this had not been the case; 
what might have happened, is, that Wido’s commitments with Almásy directly had been suspended.   

 
 
 
 

↓ 
 

 



RSS summary on certain German communications 
 
HW 19-332, our page number 48 

  
The Wido Network (W/T) in Libya. 

 
 Since the second week in December 1941, the Wido (Major Witlo von Griesheim) 
organisation in Libya passed out of our ken for some four months. But it has now become 
possible to resume the study of its activities.  The recent evidence should be compared and 
integrated with what was known and conjectured (guessing) in December 1941, for which see 
V.w. Report No. 11 of  12/12/41, entitled “Enemy W/T Communications in the Sahara and 
Libyan Deserts”. 
 

 
 Wido is still working from Tripoli (Tripolis) area.  His Diensstelle has been at Nalut 
(‘Nut’), but seems recently to have migrated to Zuara, on the coast west of Tripoli (perhaps 
for the hot season).  He and Salam (Salaam) (q.v. below were to go to Tripoli on 10 April 10 
to be interviewed by Canaris, Amtmann (or Obstlt.) Maurer and Angelo (Maj. Seubert of I H) 
 

 
 We hear nothing explicit about his W/T network, nor with one or two exceptions does 
he forward by W/T to Berlin reports originating from desert outstations.  But there are good 
reasons for thinking that he normally sends operational intelligence home in written reports 
by air-courier-mail, using his W/T service with Berlin (Service 2/25)(consider the W/T map) 
only for administrative matters and for intelligence of great urgency. So this silence is not 
proof of the non-existence of such outstations. 

 
 
↓ 



 
 Wido journeys by car to Ghadames (‘Ghas’)  at the meeting point of Algeria, Tunisia and  
Tripoli, and to Mizda, about 100 miles south of Tripoli.  He also planned to visit the Fezzan, including 
Murzuk and Ghat, though this trip seems to have depended upon an aeroplane being put at his disposal 
by Schulz-Kamphenkel. 
HW 19-332, continuing still with page 48, + 49 

 
 Holzbrecher seems still to be Wido’s chief W/T operator in his Dienststelle at Nalut 
(or Zuara).  Wachtmeister von Steffens was coming again to Tripoli via Rome with 5 W/T 
operators and two probable agents in the second half of February (1942). His functions seem 
to be the installations of new W/T services and the creation of and organisation of W/T 
networks. (AOB, interesting is the early moment that Wachtmeister von Steffens. Among the 
5 W/T operators, may have been Beilharz; who was called for, in vain, in late summer 1944 
by Wieland for their operation Atlas jumping over Palestine in October 1944;    
http://www.cdvandt.org/operation-atlas_in-palestime-10'44.htm)  
 

 
 ‘Salam’(Salaam) was with Wido in the Tripoli area until late in April (’42) and was 
the recipient and signatory of numerous messages on Service 2/25 (Tripoli – Berlin, view the 
Deutsche Funkkarte A.)  He was now moved somewhere else and organising a new triangular 
W/T service Salaam-Schildkröte-Otter (AOB, Salaam may have been the W/T section directly 
dedicated to Almásy’s work during preliminary preparation in or about Tripoli) (Schildkröte 
we have already encountered; and Otter may have been a W/T station in the area of Athens). 
 

 
 ‘Salaam’ is clearly a cover-name and there are good reasons, which are not conclusive, 
for identifying ‘Salaam with Hptm. Lásló  Almásy for undertaking Salaam. And Almásy was 
to be notified of the impending 

 
Arrival of von Steffens with 5 W/T operators, much equipment, two (probable) agents ‘Max 
and Moritz’, and a W/T set. (AOB, it is clear that R.S.S. and Trevor Roper had a clear 
understanding of what the various German groups were accomplishing)(Max and Moritz were 
two naughty boys within “Wilhelm Busch’s” schelmen Romane (Novels)). As Salaam asks 

http://www.cdvandt.org/operation-atlas_in-palestime-10'44.htm


the intelligence Office (? Of the Panzerarmee) for the identity cards of Egyptian origin, it is 
natural, though not necessary, to suppose that  the identity cards are wanted for ‘Max’ and 
‘Moritz’, who may be identical with the two agents ‘Pit’ and ‘Pan’ who seem to be under 
Salaam’s control.  It is not clear whether these two (or four)(AOB, notice that genuinely von 
Steffens and Beilharz were intended to join the Salaam party as well, thus Max + Moritz Hans 
von Steffens and Beilharz) agents are Germans). 

 
 

 
 Almásy is a distinguished explorer of the Libyan desert; and as Salaam’s undertaking 
seems to require a number of cars and as Salaam enquires whether someone called ‘Spirit’ has 
gone to Gialo (the oasis of Jalo, S.E. of El Ageila),  it is tempting to conjecture that Almásy is 
to run a desert W/T outstation, perhaps a mobile one. ‘Salaam’ could be coined as an anagram 
of the first five letters of ‘Almásy’. (AOB, they understood quite much, but yet their 
imagination was apparently too short for what was really emphasised upon) 
 

 
(AOB, they apparently knew about the future application of the Novel “Rebecca” as code 
book. We may assume that this information had been derived  from Most Secret Source 
(MSS) the utmost secret of Britain which was “war decisive”)  
 

Salaam’s W/T Network. 
 
 Whoever Salaam may be, it is clear that he is instituting a three-legged W/T system, of 
which the other two terminals are called ‘Schildkroete’ (Schildkröte) and ‘Otter’(in 
Athens’)(AOB, because in German references we do not find another Abwehr controlled 
Sahara station)   For encoding and decoding purposes certain English novels are to be used. 
(AOB, this might have been practiced also in other war theatres) Both Wido and Ast Athens 
(‘Otter’?) are to be acquainted with the traffic-instructions, code-books, etc., but to the 
obvious bewilderment of anyhow Ast Athens, neither is to belong to the network.  They are 
encouraged to be passive audiences of the traffic – for reasons which are obscure to us and to 
Athens (?).  Wido is to be in W/T touch with Salaam, but not as a member of the network. 
 
 
 

↓ 



 
 One message on Service 0/153 is from Salaam to Ic (AOB, the staff officer for 
intelligence on the enemy) who is presumably the Intelligence officer of the Panzerarmee in 
Cyrenaica. Salaam notifies him of his impending arrival in the forward area, and refers to the 
expected subsequent arrival of more vehicles.  As ‘Schildkroete’(Schildkröte) means 
‘Tortoise’,  a natural nickname for tanks, Schildkroete  (Schildkröte) might be the intelligence 
Officer of the tank-army. (AOB, a good example of application of a smart cover-word, which 
is entirely misleading the British intelligence; albeit that the British were regularly very well 
understanding German planning) There is nothing yet to establish the point, or to show who 
Otter is (one of Athens W/T stations?)  We now hear of the Sahara command at ? Hun and 
Hon.  It would be quite natural for this to be the third terminal, but there is nothing yet to 
prove the point. 
 

 
 Illu (= Lt. Haesgen)(Häsgen)  has now returned to Africa and has succeeded Hoesch as 
Nachrichtenbeschaffungsoffizier with the Panzerarmee. He returned to Europe, i.e. Athens 
and Berlin, last December (1941). Before that he had been connected with Wido, and had 
been the recipient of some of Wido’s desert intelligence. So it would be natural for him to be 
one of the terminals of Salaam’s network. So he may be Schildkroete. (Schildkröte)(AOB, as 
a consequence of misinterpreting the cover-word: Schildkröte. All following conclusions are 
erroneous was well; as Schildkröte was the Abwehr W/T vehicle manned by the two wireless 
operators: Ogfr. Waldemar Weber and Fw. Walter Aberle! The couple, who were been 
captured by New Zealanders, on 27th May 1942)(AOB, their aim was to act as the Abwehr 
counter station to Eppler’s and Sandstedes’s Operation “Condor” (Kondor), in Cairo)  
 

 
Noto:  Salaam is now announced to hace reached Gilf Kebit on May 20. Gilf Kebir is north-
east of Uweinat west of Wadi Halfa.  (AOB, this proves that, at least, during the Salaam 
expedition W/T was used. Whether RSS directly intercepted, or interception of internal 
German traffic was commenced, I cannot judge) 
 
HW 19-332, our page numbers 49 + 50 

 
 
 
↓ 
 



 
 A number of items taken together suggest fairly strongly the conclusion that Salaam’s  
station is a mobile one, moving across the desert by night and lying up by day.  The reasons 
for identifying Salaam with Almásy make it likely that desert-travel is involved, and the 
message of 20 February 1942 tends to confirm the idea.  In this Almásy is to be told that 
Wachtmeister von Steffens is bringing to Tripoli (Tripolis) via Rome 5 W/T operators, all 
drivers, and a great quantity of equipment. (AOB, may consisting, also the gear which von 
Steffens had obtained in Berlin, previously discussed)  Von Steffens was to fly with ‘Max’ 
and ‘Moritz’ and W/T set, presumably from Italy (Neapel, Naples) to Tripoli (Tripolis).  
 

↓ 

 
 On 19/4 Salaam  urgently wants a Ford car to be transported (Ford cars were made by 
Ford factories in quite many countries on the European continent) over from Naples (Neapel); 
and on 29/4 we hear of five cars being shipped from Naples (Neapel), though these may be 
for Wido and not Salaam. (AOB, two points: we have learned already where the Salaam 
stocks once came from, secondly: 19/4 would have been far too late for the Salaam expedition 
and the necessary preparations, such as build-in navigational gear and painting and other 
means)  
 
 At the end of March Salaam notified Ic (? of the Panzerarmee) that vehicles would be 
ready in nine days. 
 
Note: Bagnold, a few years ago, found that Ford cars are the only cars suitable for desert 
work). 
 

 
 A more important indication is afforded by the transmission times arranged for 
Salaam-Otter (Athens?) W/T traffic.  All the transmission periods are day periods – yet day-
reception tends, for certain frequencies, to be harder than night-reception, and seems to be 
very much harder in Libya.  Holzbrecher told Berlin (Stahnsdorf?) in the middle of March 
(AOB, by then they were not yet on the move) that morning traffic ceased to be possible on 
the first day that it became hot again there. (AOB, far-off propagation depends upon the 
ionosphere conditions. The sun is causing a strong damping due to the D-layer) 

 
 
↓ 



 
 Salaam seems to expect difficulties in establishing W/T contact with Otter and 
Schildkroete (Schildkröte) , for he want both Wido and Athens (Otter?) his traffic and to 
decode it, presumably to improve his chances of being heard by someone.  We may guess, 
therefore, that the night hours are to be used in travelling, avoiding the intolerable heat and 
dust of the day, as well as, perhaps, as aerial detection. (AOB, maybe, pointing at the so-
called night-effect, where multi ionosphere reflection can occur; which is making D/Fing 
hardly possible and at least, blurring its results sometimes enormously)  
 

 
 Berlin forwards the Salam-Otter traffic timetable to Athens (= Otter?) as it had been 
sent by Schildkroete (Schildkröte) to Berlin via Tripoli with one alternation (which may 
however be a mistake).  Berlin tells Athens that ‘on the first day to travel’ such and such 
reception times will be observed.  Tripoli (Tripolis) had only told Berlin that ‘two-way traffic, 
Salam-Otter’ would have such and such times.  It this is Berlin’s emendation of a corrupt 
passage it suggests that Berlin thinks that either Salaam or Otter is on the move. 
 

 
 The Salaam-Otter timetable covers 24 days from the 12th of May, which suggests that 
Salaam’s undertaking, whatever it is, is a special temporary one and not the establishment of a 
permanent network. (AOB, True!)  
 

 
 It is interesting that the code to be used in Salaam’s  triangle requires the use of certain 
English novels (in the Penguin, Albatross or Tauchnitz edition). (AOB, its actual English 
language issue was of a different publisher, and was never issued in Germany; it actually once 
had been obtained in Lisbon)  Otter, Schildkroete (Schildkröte) as well as Wido and Athens 
are supplied with the books.  It is not obvious why English novels are used.  

 

  24 May 1942, the very day Eppler and Sandstede reached Asyut (Assiut) and 
soon Cairo. 
 
 

↓ 



 
Axis Desert W/T Communications   9/6/42 

 The pro-Ally Zürich Newspaper, Die Weltwoche (reported in Postal & Telegraph 
Censorship General Report No.108,  of 19.6.42) contained an article on German plans in the 
Middle East, and the W/T methods projected by Admiral Canaris to support them.  This 
article was based on the information of a “particularly well-travelled and far-seeing” Turkish 
journalists; and since some of his statements are supported to a surprising degree by our Most 
Secret Sources (AOB, Enigma communications, known as MSS and decodes as “isk:.), the 
following comments by Lieut. Ryle may be of interest.  
. 
. 
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 There are slight indications that Wido, Salaam and Illu (= Häusgen) collaborate with 
Sonderstab Felmy, Athens – two men trained there for tropical work seem to be among the 
individuals working under Wido and Salaam. And the Athens Abwehr W/T station was to 
monitor Salaam’s desert W/T communications, as well as those of the station ‘Condor” which 
we guess to be a W/T caravan left in the desert after Salaam’s return to Tripoli (Tripolis). 
(AOB, interesting indeed: but still not yet grasping reality. The caravan might point at what 
they understood of the “adapted (converted) “Opel Admiral vehicle”. That at the day of its 
issue of this report 29 June 1942, both the ‘Condor’ crew Hans Eppler and Gerd Sandstede 
were more than a month acting, at liberty, in Cairo (operation Condor); albeit, trying in vain 
to contact the W/T station Schildkröte. On the one hand British Intelligence knew an 
enormous amount and on the other hand essentials were lacking. In my perception, this may 
point at cleverly maintaining covers, by the Germans)     
 

 
29/6/42     Sgnd H.R. Trevor-Roper 
 
 
 

↓ 
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42247  Group II/25 (Tripolis – Berlin) 
  Zuara to Berlin 
  RSS 60/17/10/42   (serial 60 on 17 October 1942 
  RMG (call-sign) on 8090 kHz  on 0708 GMT (time of reception)  

488 [EBQRE]  (maybe message groups-number, and code-information).   
 
22. To Angelo (Major Seubert, Abwehr I Heer (West), Berlin) after 
consultation Carlos, Engels, Wido, and with agreement of Einheitsführer, 
Hptm. Eickhorst, Feldpost 36199, HKP, (MOT)(Motorisiert?)  566, Tripoli 
(Tripolis) makes urgent application for transfer of Gefr. Scholle to OKW and 
his seconding to Wido. Reason for attachment: 2nd driver indispensible for 
impending tasks. 
      Wido 

(AOB, this makes it clear that Wido was still active in North Africa and still being connected 
with the Abwehr) 
 
 
 
 

 
↓ 
 
 
 
↓ 

 
 
 
 
 
 

↓ 
 
 
 



We have entered a new section, this time dedicated onto RSS temporarily War Reports. 
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S.S.  & S.I.S. Committee 

  The 41st meeting of the Committee took place on Thursday, 14 January, 1943, 
at 11.30 a.m. in Mr. White’s office.  There were present the Chairman (Captain (Guy) 
Liddell), Lieut. Col. Maltby,  Mr. D.G. White, Mr. Denys Page, Captain (representing Lieut 
Col . ---), Mr. H. Hart, Major Morton Evans, and the Secretary (Captain Trevor-Roper).  
 
Liet. Commander Montagu, R.N.V.R., Major Harris, R.M., Major Malland and Flight. Lieut. 
Casey also attended. 

Minutes. 
 

Priorities .. 
 
 The Secretary proposed certain alterations in the form of the fortnightly Traffic Report 
which, after discussion, were accepted as follows: 
 
 The Traffic in its present form will be discontinued, but the statistics will always be 
available in R.S.S. and any particulars will be supplied to recipients of the former Traffic 
Report on application to Captain Trevor-Roper.  
 



 Any significant developments or alterations will be reported regularly to the committee; and 
a monthly index of W/T services covered, with locations, will be issued by Captain Trevor-
Roper. 
. 
 

 
ISBA. (AOB, Intelligence Service British Agent. Found around the Mediterranean theatres)  
 Mr. Hart (M.I.5.) drew attention to ISBA 376, pointing out that by far the greater part 
of the intelligence was of Naval, Military and Air interest, but that it had evidently been 
included in the ISBA series on account of the tailpiece only, which gave the source.  Mr. Page 
explained the principle upon which he sought to decide what messages should be issued as 
ISBA, and Captain … said that in this case the message would now probably be reissued as 
ISOS.  It was agreed that this process  seemed somewhat cumbrous and haphazard, and the 
Committee decided to discuss at its next meeting whether any more satisfactory solution of 
this problem could be recommended.  
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S.S. & S.I.S. Wireless Committee. 



 The 42nd meeting of the Committee took place on Thursday, 28 January, 1943, at 
11.30 a.m. in Captian Liddell’s room. (AOB, at M.I.5)  There were present the Chairman 
(Captain Guy Liddell), Lieut. Col. Maltby, Mr. H.L.A. Hart (M.I.5), Mr. Denys Page, Major 
Frost, Mr. P.F.G. Twinn, Major Morton Evans, Captain representing Lieut. Col . .., Mr. 
Hudson-Williams and the Secretary (Captain Trevor-Roper)/ 
 
   Lieut. Commander Montagu, R.N.V.R., Major Harris, R.M., Major 
Melland and Flight-Lieutenant Casey also attended. 
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Stahnsdorf.  (AOB, the Berlin main Abwehr wireless station, supported since 1942 by 

Belzig) 
  Mr. Hart asked whether the Committee wished to express any views on 
bombing of Stahnsdorf. 
 
 It was pointed out that the severe damage done to Stahnsdorf had two results: the 
postponement of the alternative wireless systems about to be introduced by the Abwehr for its 
communications in Spain and Portugal; and the destruction of supplies of Abwehr W/T 
equipment which, it is  now clear, are either produced or stored at Stahnsdorf.  Tjhis last 
discovery is of value, and the committee agreed to recommend Stahnsdorf as a fair target for 
future bombing raids. Aerial photographs showing the exact site of the situation are in the 
possession of M.I.5., and will be lent by Captain Liddell to Flight-Lieut. Casey.  
(AOB, the actual facts differed rather much, the bombs hit the upper storage (attic), and 
mainly spares parts being inflicted or lost. But Rudolf Staritz told me, that for them the danger 
since was relieved, because now it became impossible to discover the mismatch: between 
what stocks should be there and what actually was once present (soll und haben). As there 
existed a huge difference; because many members had ‘lent’ parts like valves and 
transformers to built their own radios. They had no longer to fear; however, the actual damage 
was minimal!)  
 
 
 

 
Termination of Part I 

 
On 11 March 2019 


