Part 111

Operation Condor (Kondor)

Operation Salaam was an endeavour on behalf of the German Abwehr (German
Military Intelligence Service sections I and I1).

Concerning the latter: due to its complex task, it was (also) an endeavour on behalf of the
Lehrregiment Brandenburg * or z.b.V. 800, which latter became known as Division
Brandenburg (Brandenburg was its actual base).

My main sources are:
KV 2/1467 and KV 2/1468

Additionally combined with various R.S.S. reports, and, for this occasion, also implementing

information derived from post-war publications; because you otherwise may not understand
the context of what it all is about.

The KV 2/1467-68 file series are mainly containing the interrogation reports on Eppler and
Sandstede over the period 1942 and beyond, among it also some Egyptian court sessions.
Eppler had got contacts, among other people, with young Egyptian officers, opposing British
occupation of their country, like: Anwar Sadat, the later murdered Egyptian President; but
also the first post-war Egyptian President Nasser, albeit, in the post-war publications
sometimes mentioned, though, we haven’t found traces on the latter in these files. But, quite
many MI 5/MI 6 and S.1.M.E. files have been *‘weeded’ in post war times, therefore one is
never certain whether as to what extent it once had been cleaned-up.

Eppler and Sandstede and all other implied, should be kept secret for the Egyptian authorities,
as they may have had grounds to pull the legal handling out of British hands.

However, these files don’t make sense, as long as we do not understand the context by which
this story commenced.

On the one hand, Operation Salaam, headed by Laszlé Alméasy (1895), (der Ungar, as Hans
von Steffens called him), was most successful, though, on the other hand Unternehmen
Condor (Kondor) proved to be a failure.

But, this was not directly Eppler- and Sandstede’s fault!

Both men had been considered to operate for a few weeks only, because this was the lapse of
time before the Germans thought to have reached Cairo; before their dash into the Middle
East. The ultimate aim was to shake hands with the German Forces which were supposed to
have pushed through the Russian Caucasus.

However, we should consider that it was Rommel’s ultimate decision which caused the blow.

Rommel had ordered that all troops, without exception, should proceed forward against
Tobruk.
Consequently, this order implied - that also the Abwehr mobile wireless station “Schildkrote”
with their two W/T operators: Ogfr. Waldemar Weber and Fw. Walter Aberle, within their
“non-military” wireless car were captured:-



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/L%C3%A1szl%C3%B3_Alm%C3%A1sy
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First Consolidated Report on Activities of:

a) Eppler. Johann (akas Hussein Gafaar)
b) Sandstede, Heinrich Gerd (alias Peter Muncaster)

The investigation of this case is still progressing and any statement concerning the activities of P.W
(Eppler and Sandstede) in Cairo contained in this report should be accepted with reserve as
subsequently statements may ?ter some of the facts as presented here.

Preample.
The activities of the two P.W. Summer 1941 will be dealt with in detail in a subsequent report,

which will also include numerous facts about the Abwehr and the Interpreters’ Coy (Komppanie) at
Leipzig.

Eppler was born in Alexandria, the illegitimate son of a German woman who later married an
Egyptian named Gafaar (Gafaar). P.W. was consequently known to many people in Egypt under the
name of Hussein Gaafar (Gafaar) and not by his real name (AOB, there exist enough evidence that his
stepfather accepted him as son and legally arranged that Eppler also possessed a legal Egyptian
passport on Hussein Gafaar. (AOB, my point: that they (the British) tried not reduce the legal status of
Eppler/Hussein Gafaar, as being an alias only, may well be due to the lie they commenced against the
Egyptian Authorities that these men were P.W.; but when ultimately brought under their ruling
considered them being spies only; where they wanted to prevent the implications of keeping an
Egyptian citizen under their (British) illegal jurisdiction!) He returned to Germany in 1937, married a
Danish girl and subsequently lived mainly in Denmark. He speaks fluent French, good Egyptian
Arabic, adequate English and has a fair knowledge of the Scandinavian languages.

Sandstede is German national who lived for many years in Uganda, Kenya and at Dares-
Salaam, Tanganyika, where he was the agent for the Texas Oil Co. He was interned at the outbreak of
war by the British authorities but exchanged with other civilians. He speaks excellent, English,
Swabhili, some French and a few words Italian.

Abwehramt Berlin.

a) Summer 1941. Both P.W. were transferred from the Interpreters’ Coy (Kompanie) at
Meissen to 15 Coy Lehrregiment Brandenburg (z.b.V. 800)(Abwehr section Il concerning mainly
sabotage and special operations). They had been recommended for the Lehrregiment by a certain
Sergeant Wilscher and accepted at the H.Q. in Mattheinkirchplatz because of their knowledge of
foreign languages and foreign countries. Sandstede spent only two days in Brandenburg (being the
later Brandenburg Division’s home base) itself and Eppler about a week, apparently mainly for the
purpose of incorporation in that unit as their military depot regiment. They then returned to Berlin and
resumed their former employment in the Topographical Section of the OKW (Kartenstelle) under
Lt.Col. (Obstlt) von Douglas. They had been employed in this section for some time although
theoretically they were members of the Interpreter’s Coy in Meissen.

b) Rittmeister von Hoesch.

About this time, possibly July or August 1941, Eppler was visited several times by Rittmeister
von Hoesch (see Serial Army 1011, para4). He was questioned closely by him about his knowledge of
Egypt, of Egyptian customs, Arabic etc, Hoesch obviously sounding him as a likely person to be
planted in that country. According to Eppler, Hoesch was not very interested in Sandstede.
Sandstede states on the other hand that both P.W. were considered as possible members of an
L.R.D.G. (British abridgement for: Long Range Desert Group)(Wustenpatrouille) to operate to and
presumably from Kurfra. Hoesch was to be in charge of this patrol, called officially in Berlin
“Sonderunternehmen Hoesch”.

One occasion Eppler made a journey to Vienna in civilian clothes with Hoesch and Pretzel
(see below) to visit Almasy in the Grand Hotel and discuss the proposes African venture. On this
occasion Eppler met in Vienna also Paulsen Otto Eisenhauer (AOB, apparently decarded on 10
February 1959) (see para 22 below).

C) Captain Pretzl.



After the death of Hoesch on 8 Oct 41 at Gazala, Pretzel seems to have taken charge of
proceedings, although Lieut. Nordhaus was in charge of Africa of the personnel who had come over
with Hoesch (see Serial No. Army 1011).(AOB, not found)
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Pretzel was formerly a Professor and a student of the Near East and Mohammedanism.
He was a frequent visitor to Egypt and particularly Cairo, where he worked at the Azhar
University.

Pretzel wanted both Eppler and Sandstede to become W/T operator Sandstede was
fairly proficient in his work, but Eppler had had not? Receive W/T training from Pretzel’s
own W/T operator, named Billig. Such instruction as they received was given at Pretzel’s
private house.

They were also were also sent on W/T course lasting about 4 weeks to the Abwehr
Wireless Station Stahnsdorf. (AOB, Here my good friend Rudolf Staritz (97) has met both
men. Whereas his brother Karl joined partially the trainings-centre “Striegau” north-west of
Breslau; which fact isn’t dealt with.)

. l]

S

Hptm. Prodehl li (left) handed over a decoration to both Gerd Sandstede (the tall one) and
Johann Eppler; in front right

Photo taken during the time that Rudolf Staritz’s brother ‘Karl’ joined also an Abwehr W/T
operator course at Striegau’s trainings centre.

Pretzel was killed in a plane smash (Absturz) whilst on a flight from Munich
(Minchen) to Vienna (Wien) in Nov 41.

d) Captain (Hptm.)
After the death of Pretzel, Capt. (Hptm) Almasy took charge. By now it had been



definitely arranged that Eppler and Sandstede should come to Egypt to obtain and send back
information on military value.
They were persuaded that the undertaking was in no way dangerous because it was purely
military nature. Later Almasy told them in Tripoli (Tripolis) that if they should have the
misfortune to be captured, arrangements would immediately be made to exchange them for
Major Clayton.

Capt. (Hptm) Almasy came to Africa with Sergant Enthold (see Serial No. Army 4012
Para 1) at the end of Dec 41 or early Jan 42 to make preliminary arrangements for the trip.

The rest of the party came to Africa in Feb 42. This Party consisted of Eppler,
Sandstede, Wiihrmann, von der Marwitz, Wachtmeister Hans von Steffens and Weber (AOB,
not Weber’s companion Aberle?); both Weber and Aberle were the W/T operators of the
counter-station in the Libyan desert named: “Schildkrote”) (For further details of these
personalities see Serial No Army 1028. In this report read Wiihrmann instead of R6hrmann.
For von Steffens see Serial No. Army 1012, para 1)

In Africa the party was joined by Munz and Beilharz (AOB, the latter left before
operation Salaam started. He was an W/T operator) and also Korper (Korper?) and Unterartzt
Stringmann (?).

e) Professor Schrumpf-Pierron.

Another officer with whom Eppler and Sandstede came into contact at the Wehramt,
Berlin was Stabsartzt Schrumpf-Pierron; he was employed at I H West. This officer was
considered to be a little insane and untrustworthy by the others and was eventually, according
Eppler, relieved from his post.

Schrumpf-Pierron an Alsation? is said to be well known in the Middle East. When the
Mufti of Jerusalem came to Berlin in Sep or Oct? 41 it was Schrumpf-Pierron who had
dealings with him. Eppler also supposed to meet him he never came to pass.
Schrumpf-Pierron has a comparatively young Egyptian wife. She is said to have worked
actively on behalf of the Nazis during this war in Constantinople (Istambul?, or we have to go
back to WW I and there were no Nazis), but to have returned to Germany about Nov 41.
Eppler met her in Berlin on several occasions.

? According to Eppler, Schrumpf-Pierron tried to work an independent line in I H West,
which also brought him into disfavour. He tried to persuade Eppler to go on a mission to
Syria. He introduced him to a Syrian who lived in Nirnbergerstrasse, Berlin, opposite the Bar
Femina, with whom Eppler was to discuss details. Eppler declined to make the trip.

Eppler knows that Weber considered going to Syria, but claims not to know that he
actually went to Creece preparatory to making the trip. Another who was also considered for
this job was Oskar Dietrich. He, however, refused also and returned to Greece where he had
been previously with a part of the Lehrregiment Brandenburg (z.b.V. 800). (Comment: It was
possible that he was a member of the Sonderstab Felmy ..)When captured (may 27 1942 in
conjunction with the W/T mobile station Schildkréte) (Ogfr. Waldemar)Weber had in his
possess on a photograph taken a year ago in Berlin showing Weber, Eppler and Dietrich
together in civilian clothes).

When Eppler refused to go to Syrian, Schrumpf-Pierron tried to be of assistance to
him with respect to the proposed trip to Egypt. He told him to get in touch with respect to the
proposed trip to Egypt. He told him to get in touch as soon as possible with Prince Hallim?,
who is very pro-German. To assist him to identify himself
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Schrumpf-Pierron gave Eppler an envelope addressed to him Schrumpf-Pierron from Sprince
Halim. This envelope was on the houseboat at the time of Eppler’s arrest.
Schrumpf-Pierron also told Eppler that he could expect assistance from his former




Berbery servant Hassan, at present employed at the Royal Automobile Club (Egyptian). To
assist identification, Schrumpf-Pierron gave Eppler a photo of his own daughter which he said
Hassan would recognise. Eppler claims to have destroyed this photo in Germany. He also
claims that he did not get into contact after arrival here with either Prince Halim or Hassan.

Schrumpf-Pierron himself is said to have been in Egypt in the early months of the
present war and only to have left the country after the collapse of France.

3. Trip to Egypt.
Sandstede gave the following detailed account of the trip from Gialo (Cur El Dibo) to

Assiut. It supplements the information already obtained from Weber. (why not from Fw.
Walter Aberle?)

On 12 May 42, the expedition set out from Gialo with six Ford V 8 lories. Wm. Hans
Von Steffens and Von der Marwitz remained behind in Gur El Dibo. Those who set out were
Almaésy, Eppler, Sandstede, Wihrmann (Wuhrmann), Kérper (Korper?), Munz, Beilharz
(who did quit from the group) and (Unterartzt) Springmann. They drove first along the Kufra
track (Pallificate) for 60 km; then they turned off the track to the left (for a shorter track to the
east?) into the softer sand. After travelling for about 30 km they ran into a sandstorm and the
lorries got into difficulties in the sand-dunes. One lorry had to be abandoned. This fact was
wirelessesed back to VVon der Marwitz by Wilhrmann. The other lorries returned to the Kufra
track (heading again for Gialo). Beilharz (W/T operator) and Stringmann then returned to
Gialo and the expedition continued with only four lorries along the Pallificata.

When about 20/50 km from they turned off the East along the most northly of three
caravan tracks leading from the East to Kufra. When they were about 120 km from the
Pallification the first dump was established for Alméasy’s return journey; it constituted until
the track of 80/90 single and double wheeled vehicles were seen going in the direction of
Kufra (AOB, Kurfra, in regard of the German perception, this Oasis was more in the Free
French and the British Long Range Desert Group) At the point of the second dump was
established consisting of two petrol and two water canisters.

Wurhmann wirelessed back the information about the vehicles tracks and the conclusion to be
drawn from the first Kufra Oasis was still strongly occupied by the British.

Journey was continued towards the Gelf Kebir. Great difficulties were encountered in
finding the correct passes (to entre the long-stretched east-west plateau) One vehicle was left
in a Wadi. Journey continued with three lorries. 20/30 km further on 5 or 6 abandoned
British lorries were located. Eight canisters of petrol was taken from them but the party did
not stop to investigate further. Shortly afterwards they came to a dump left by Almaésy in
1932. It contained four canisters of water which was still drinkable and eight to ten canisters
which had contained petrol, but the petrol had evaporated or leaked away in the meant time.
They left the eight contains taken from the British lorries in the dump for the return journey.

When they arrived at the Gelf Kebir, Almasy could not at first find the pass Their
position was somewhat desperate; they had to get through because they did not have enough
petrol to take them around. At least they found the tracks of Alméasy’s 1932 expedition and
all was well for the time being. They lost the tracks later and again and again encountered
difficulties when trying to find the way down.

The journey was continued towards Assiut via the two peaks (zwei Spitzen) first
discovered and potted by Almasy. About 80/120 km from the two peaks another lorry was
left, leaving two to finish the journey.
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Promised to find a boat for them, made arrangements for the hiring of the house-boat used by the two
P.W. (Eppler and Sandstede) up to the time of their arrest. This house-boat is said to belonging to an
Egyptian living in Alexandria.

7. Financial difficulties.

When Eppler and Sandstede arrived Assiut they had in their possession £600 Egyptian pounds
and £3000 Sterling. It came as a great shock to them when they discovered in Cairo, that Sterling is
not valid currency and that people in not authorised possession of it are liable to arrest and
imprisonment. They had however to take immediate steps to change it as they needed the money
urgently. They consequently had to turn to the “Black Market”.

Eppler admits that most of the money was changed for them by Zaki Chamaa of the Hotel
Continental at the exorbitant rate of 47 Pt to a pound (Sterling?).

In order to obtain a better rate of exchange Eppler turned to Gabi Mousa, an employee of the
Credit Foncier. Musa tried to change the money but according to the P.W. (Eppler and Sandstede) he
was not very successful. At the time of their arrest Mousa is said to have still been in possession of
£30sterling.

They have spent money very freely since their arrival in Egypt and funds were beginning to
get very low. They both deny having received any further financial assistance. This lack of funds is
given as one of the reasons why Eppler was anxious to return to the German lines. (see below)

8. WI/T Communications with the Germans.

Soon after they were settled in the house in the Sharia Bursa El Gedida, Sandstede started to
make plans to establish W/T communications. He bought a radio and had an aerial fitted on the roof.
This aerial was so fitted that it would appear to be servicing the radio whereas it was to connect to his
own WI/T transmitter and receiver. This set can be used on three on three wave-lengths which are
marked. (AOB, please notice: that generally German Abwehr agents had been fit with quartzes for
every transmitter frequency separately. The reason was, that during the time of the day the “ether’
propagations changes this being also valid for the various seasons. Quartz had been used as to
determine the transmission frequency precisely) He sends out frequently his call-sign as HGS
(Heinrich Gerhard Sandstede) (his own initials) hoping to get the reply of BWB (according to the
diary) from Weber. He thought that the failure must be due to the situation of the set of the set and
started looking for a more suitable site and the house-boat was found. (AOB, please remember: that
most likely their set was not the failure, but it was Rommel’s fault, as he ordered in the Libyan Desert
Campaign against Tobruk and beyond, that he ordered that “all” had to join the forward moving
troops. What not should have happened happened, as their wireless station (“Schildkrdte”) vehicle was
entirely unsuitable for such undertakings. It was captured by a New Zealander raid, whereby they
discovered a strange ‘non-military’ vehicle. Among its two operators Fw. Walter Aberle and Ogfr.
Waldemar Weber; and a curious English language book Rebecca. The German instant decision was to
ban all Condor related communications, including the spare station “Otter” in Athens)

Staritz Abwehrfunk-Funkabwehr
It was at least looking like this (notice Part I)



Sandstede continued trying to establish contact from the house-boat until about two
weeks ago. On one occasion his call-sign “WOW?” in reply on his own wave-length. As this
was not in the original plan, he was frightened off and closed down for the day. The station
which answered his call-sign he estimated to be not more than 100 km away.

According his statements plans were only made for him to communicate with Weber.
(in Sandstede’s perception still in the mobile Schildkrote vehicle). Athens (Adolf was to hold
a watching brief that was all (AOB, in my perception the watching special station should have
been called “Otter”; Adolf was name of the general communication site dedicated to Athens)
The possibility that Weber could have been captured or unable to operate seems not have been
considered and Sandstede was given no alternative or emergency method of communication.
Neither Sandstede nor Eppler seems to have had any idea that Weber and Aberle were
captured. It came as a great shock to them to learn this after their arrest.

9. Pere Demaitre (or Demeter, Dimitri, Dimitrious etc).

Almasy gave both P.W. instructions to get in touch with Pere Demaitre as soon as
possible. Perre Demaitre is said to be a Hungarian (AOB, dealt in more details within Part I1)
who is to be found at the Church Saint Therese in Shoubra. (P.W. are under the impression
that there are churches with this names. If this is true it is the larger of the two). He is said to
be in the possession of a W/T set which was brought to him by two other Hungarian friends of
Almasy. These two were taken back to Germany by Almasy by plane from a landing-ground
near the Pyramides, 7/8 (AOB, this should have been in 1941, under Major Ritter of Ast-X
Hbg, | suppose) KV 2/1467-3, page 25 proves the story: ..but the other (plane) piloted by
Ritter made a forced landing on the sea about 3-4 km from the coast S.O.S. signals were sent
out and the A.C. (aircraft) was discovered about 3-4 km from the coast. The Egyptian was
killed but Ritter and the Jew were saved. Ritter had a broken arm.

!
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7/8 months ago (AOB, | doubt as 1941 is more in accordance to the facts) (Sandstede) or 18 month
age (Eppler). Previously they are said to have been in communication by W/T with Almésy in
Budapest. One of the Hungarians may have lost his life in an aeroplane accident over the Aegean,
according to Sandstede. (AOB, this might have been during Major Ritter’s crash into the
Mediterranean, in June 1941, when he was on his return flight from a operation in Egypt)

Almasy suggested that it might be a good idea for them to establish their own W/T set in the
Church Saint Therese or in a similar place to be suggested by Pere Demaitre. They were to introduce
themselves to him with the password “Alma Mater”.

According to the entry in Sandstede’s diary for Saturday 30 May 42 (they have arrived in
Cairo, say, 25" May 1942), Eppler set out to find Pere Demaitre. “Tried to find P. de M. There seem
to be several (Churches) with the same name. The Hungarian is away”. (The word Ungar in the
original translation is a mis-reading for ‘der Ungar’= the Hungarian). Both P.W. deny that they ever
actually established contact with Pere Demaitre or that they made any further efforts to find him.

10. Mustapha Hamsa.

Almasy also gave them instructions to get in touch with Mustapha Hamsa. Hamsa had been
sent to Egypt by Almasy with £450 Sterling ostensibly as the representative of the “Bofors Woks”(?).
It is not clear that Hamsa was to do here except that he was to remain in communication (method
unknown) with Almasy. Almasy hear nothing of him and told Eppler and Sandstede to make
enquiries.

Mustapha Hamsa is to be found in the Ibrahimiya district of Alexandria. He lived for many
years in Germany and Hungary and is said to speak better German and Hungarian than de does Arabic.

11. Hassan Gafaar.

Soon after his arrival in Cairo, Eppler paid a visit to his mother Mme. Gafaar. She was
horrified and scared to see him here so he did not repeat the experiment.

He did however remain in constant touch with his half-brother Hassan Gafaar, who knew how
he arrived here and what his intentions were. He seems to have been prepared to help him in every
way possible. (I regard this quite understandable!)

12. Hauer. (A German national, formerly at the German Embassy, who was allowed to remain here
and enjoyed diplomatic immunity)

Eppler was introduced to Hauer by his half-brother (who was purely an Egyptian, as he was
the true son of late Judge Gafaar; who married about 1934 Eppler’s mother) Hassan Gafaar. Hauer
tried to help them and to increase their circle of pro-German acquaintances.

Hauer also provided them with a large American W/T transmitter, with which they hoped to
establish contact with a German station (= Schildkréte).

They had however disposed of the transmitter, for some unexplained reasons (because it didn’t
function too; of course not!), four days before their arrest (on 25" July 1942).

Hauer was also willing to assist Eppler to get back to the German lines and arranged a meeting
with an Egyptian pilot (airman) named Hassan at a coffee-house in Gizeh, near to the bridge when
approaching from Roda direction.

13. Mme Ammar. (decarded September 1959, her (M.1.5) index-card being destroyed. This was
preventing that she, for example, was not allowed to enter British Territory)

Eppler and Sandstede were to be introduced to Frau Ammar by Hauer. (she was Austrian born,
in Vienna (Wien)) Actually Eppler visited her house about 14 days ago and introduced himself before
Hauer arrived (late). According to Sandstede Mme Ammar has been working actively for the
Germans for some time (she married in 1931 Dr. Ammar, in Cairo). Sandstede said that she had had in
her possession detailed plans on all the Nile bridges. Both P.W. believe too that Mme Ammar has on
occasion sheltered escaped German P.W.. She introduced them to the pro-Nazi “Egyptian Liberty
Movement”. They also met at her house a tall Egyptian, name unknown, who was told all about them.

14. Mazri (Masri) Pasha.

Eppler met Mazri Pasha about ten-twelve days ago (notice this interrogation must have been taken
shortly after their arrest on 25" July 1942) for the first time at the house of Mme. Ammar. They then discussed
the suggestion that Eppler should return to the German lines to see what had gone wrong with their W/T link, to
establish a new link and new codes and to bring back further supplies of money etc. Mazri Pasha also expressed
the desire to get away to Germany and asked Eppler to report the fact to the Germans.
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15. Hassan and Anver (Anwar Sadat, the later Egyptian President)
Neither P.W. will admit to know ??
Anver (Anwar) Hassan is said to be the pilot (airman) possibly ??
Captain (Anwar Sadat), in the Egyptian Air Force, and Anver an a Captain in the Egineers?
(AOB, Anwar Sadat was Captain of the Egyptian Air Force)

Hassan wanted first to be convinced of Eppler’s ‘bona fides’ before he could agree to
fly him back to the German lines. He consequently visited him again and Anver (Anwar) in
the houseboat (on the Nile). On this occasion Anver (Anwar) took away with him the
American transmitter (AOB, this implies that their so-called disposal of the transmitter is
either true or not, but not in accordance with what is stated here) given to P.W. by Hauer.

Hassan also told them that he knew the whereabouts of another pro-German
transmitter operated from Egypt by an Egyptian. Eppler says he mentioned in this connection
Zagazig. He refused to disclose its exact location because he was still uncertain about them.

16. P.W’s Last Message.

On Thursday (they were arrested on Saturday 25™) 23 Jul 42 (or 16 Jul 42?) P.W. gave
Hassan a message which he said he would have transmitted by this station. The message ran,
as far as they stated independently of one another as follows:

“An Abwehr | H West, Angelo (Major Seubert in Berlin)

Bitte garantieren Sie unsere Existenz da Lebensgefahr flr uns (or Lebenswichtig
according to Sandstede (and he was the one who ciphered this message). Bitte
Verbindungsfrequenz eins mit Tripolis Zeit 0900 Uhr.*

Max und Moritz

Translation.
To Section | H West of Abwehr, Angelo.
Please guarantee our existence. We are in mortal danger (or it is exceedingly urgent).
Please use wave-length No. a at 0900 hours Tripoli time.
Max and Moritz
(AOB, this clearly shows the dilettantism of Sandstede, how could the station in Zagazig
knowing what the “frequency one” actually was?)

Notes on the Message.
a) I H West, Abwehr. This is the section of the Abwehr by which they were employed
(Abteilung I handled intelligence and espionage) and which arranged the whole undertaking.
(Partially incorrect, as the Salaam operation had been handled and prepared by z.b.V. 800 also
known as Lehrregiment Brandenburg)
b) Angelo. The code-name for Major Seubert, who is directly responsible for the undertaking
in I H West
¢) Verbindungsfrequenz Eins. Sandstede could use three ?? wave-lengths on his set
(determined by the three quartzes provided to him)
d) mit Tripolis (Tripoli) Zeit 0900 Uhr. This does not mean that ???
wanted to establish communication with Tripoli ??
be at 0900 hrs Tripoli time (likely two hours time difference) and not Egyptian time ??
of sending the messages he did not know that Weber (and Ablerle including Schildkréte had
been captured) and still expected to establish contact ??
intended to use the call-signs etc. described ??
e) Max and Moritz. Max and Moritz are the code-names of Sandstede? And Eppler.
Sandstede is Max and Eppler is Moritz ??
have signed all their messages in this way.
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18. Prince Abbas Halim.
Both P.W. received instructions from Almasy and Schrumpf-Pierron to visit Prince
Abbas Halim. They insist that they never established contact with him.

19. Abbas Bedr (or Batr).

A former acquaintance of Eppler (he left Egypt in 1937 for Germany), who tried to get
in touch with him through his former address at 9 Rue Taufik. He was according to
Sandstede to assist them to keep a check on ship-movements, etc. It was not been definitely
established that he actually had contact with them although it seems reasonable certain.

20. Albert Wahda.

A Jewish acquaintance of Eppler. They went to school together, where Wahda knew
him as Hussein Gafaar. Wahda tried to assist them to find rooms and to change their money.
He is very susceptible to bribes and they had intended to employ him as an agent either in
Suez or Port Said. They deny however that he has ever left Cairo or has actually worked for
them.

21. Other associates in Cairo.
P.W. spent a considerable time either at the Kit-Kat or the Continental roof garden.
(AOB, their main drives were woman! Also named by the British interrogators “The fleshpots
of Cairo”) They have gathered round them a circle of “friends” who may or may not know
who they really are and what they are doing here. These friends include:
a) Maurice Boudros
b) Freddie
¢) Gabi Musa
d) Sandra, an employee of Kramer. Girl-friend of Sandstede.
e) Edith Obendi, employee of Trypolo, A Jewess. Girl-friend of Eppler.
f) Thomas Hando, a business man. Well-known at the Kit-Kat.
g) Malcolm? Hango, brother of Thomas.
h) Hekmet (?) Hango, dancer at the Continental
1) Issaac, accountant on Epog-garden of the Continental Hotel.
J) Rossier, Head Waiter on Roof-garden of the Continental.

22. Agents Originally intended for Egypt.

Too much lacking for a consistent transcription.
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e) Keller —speaks good Arabic. Believed now to be in Paris

f) Schwindel — Born in Alexandria. His mother speaks good Arabic, good French and some
English. He was with Eppler and Sandstede at the Interpreters’ Coy (Kompanie) in Leipzig.
He came to Africa in March 41 with an intercept Coy, but is believed to have returned to
Germany since. Present whereabouts unknown.




g) Paulsen (real name Otto Eisenhauer) — Formerly employed by Haile Selassie in
Abbessina. Left the country when the Italians marched in and came to Egypt. Eppler met him
about 1936 at the house of a Russian named Graf von Rehbinder, who used to live near the
Midan Ismailia. Eppler met Eisenhauer in Vienna (Wien) last year (1941) and again in
Berlin. He was at that time very keen to get out of Germany and come to Egypt as he hated
military discipline. He later joined the S.S. (in the department of the Sicherheitsdienst (S.D.)
and was sent to the Balkans. Eppler believes that he is still there.

23. Sandstede’s Passport.

Sandstede has in his possession a passport bearing the name Peter Muncaster. Thiis
was issued to him by Section | G (Eins G) (AOB, Section G (Geheim) within all Abwehr
Branches |, 1l and I11 had the function to provide false documents) of the Abwehr in Berlin
(not only in Berlin) It is an entirely false document. The original name Peter Muncaster
inserted. (The passport shows no traces of Muncaster himself, as he used to know somebody
of that name in East Africa. The other stamps in the passport have been copied from other
passports, according Sandstede.

24. Diaries.

Both P.W. had a diary. They both claim that these diaries were written to cover
themselves if ever they should have to explain their events here to the Germans.
Consequently a large number of the entries are true many are also false. They both deny
vigorously for instance that Eppler has ever over Cairo for Suez or Port Said, or had sent any
agents there, although they admit that the original intention was that they should arrange for
agents in those parts to report all shipping and troop movements.

The diaries were first written in their present form when it seemed likely that Rommel
would arrive in Cairo any day. When the scare died down they continued them in the hope
that Eppler would be able to return to the German lines, in which case he would take it with
him.

ET-H.T.S.

Sgd. G.G.R. Rodd
Lt. Commander R.N. (Royal
Navy)

C.S.D.I.C. (Combiner Services Detailed Interrogation Centre)
Tel. No. Digla 4
29" July 1942
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Extract for File No. PF 96638 Name Eppler/Sandstede
Original in File SF 52/4/4(15) v.1 Receipt Date: 19.7.42.
Original from CSDIC report Date 18.6.42 (Weber & Aberle had been captured on 27 May 42)
Extracted on 24.4.46
Extract from Mid-East special report on Weber and Aberle.

Special Report on German Intelligence in EWqypt & Libya.

Based on statements of:
Weber Waldemar Aberle Walter
3.Sonderkommando Almasy

@) Composition.

Exact strength and composition of the unit not known, but it contains two mobile Groups, each
with a protable set (Koffergerat) and a third set at Alméasy’s H.Q. at the Oasis of Gur Ed Dibo
in the Gialo (held by the Italians) group.

b) Personalities.

i) Rittmeister (Hauptmann) Graf ver Almasy
i) Eppler (decarded 4 September 1960, his (M.1.5) index-card being destroyed)

medium height slight build, medium hair, small moustache, light coloured eyes, 28 to
30 years old. Speaks good Egyptian Arabic, some English. Had a cotton business in
Alexandria before the war. Escaped after outbreak of was by car via Trans-Jordan (AOB, not
true as he returned in 1937 from Cairo to Germany)

iii) Sandstede W/T operator of “Kondor” (Condor) (their operations in Cairo)
Over 6 ft. tall, medium hair, moustache. Fair skin, blue or grey-green eyes, about 25
years old. Speaks excellent English. Lived for some years in Uganda and or

Meozambigue (Kenya)

(c) Preparations for the incursion into Egypt.

P/W Weber first heard of plans to sent “representatives” to Egypt after his returnto | H,
Abwehr Amt Berlin, from Turkey in September 1941. It was then that he met (for the first time)
Eppler and Sandstede, who were receiving a course of instructions on the British Army. He next
came into direct contact with the scheme on his arrival in Tripoli at the end of February 1941 (AOB,
about this time Wachtmeister von Steffens’ party had arrive there too) At that time all the above
personalities with the exception of “Korper” were there and meetings and discussions took place in the
private villa of Almésy near to the big Mosque. ...

(d)Expedition into Eqgypt.

On 12.5.42 two columns with 4 captured British Ford V-8 lorries (better described by Station-
Wagons), containing “Kondor (Condor)” and Salaam (Salaam cover-name of the operation bring the
agents inside Egypt and Condor was their operation in Cairo) , set out from (Oasis) Gialo and moved
first to Kufra whence they reported to Weber that was strongly held by the British Forces (Weren’t it
the French?) From Kurfa they turned East to Gelf Kebir (AOB, is not entirely in accordance to other
eye-witness reports) Here one lorry broke down and Weber received his last message about 22 saying
that Beilharz had returned with a lorry to Gialo (AOB, not true, Beilharz as well as Hans von Steffens
returned from the very beginning to Gialo before the second, successful attempt started) Ps/W give no
information about what actually happened after this date. They both (+Aberle) knew that Eppler and
Sandstede were to be left in Assuit (actually Japsa Pass) , presumably in European clothes. Sandstede
were left in Assuit with a portable W/T (nonsense!) and Eppler was to go to Cairo or Alexandria to
collect information about the British forces. Weber stated that Eppler was chief or one of

l
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one of/

the chief German agents in Egypt. No information could be obtained about the method of
transmission of messages from Cairo to Assiut.

KV 2/1467-3, page 29 + 30

Original File No. O.F. 93/5 Dated 10.2.38 (before the Anschluss)
Original from: S.1.S. Under Ref. CX/12535 (always within this “12’series!)
Extracted on 18.4.46

Extract from S.1.S. Report Re Opposition Political Organisation.

In Germany. Ment. Hauer.

The Gestapo and Reichswehr Contra Espionage organisation are very active at the
moment trying to trace the activities of certain groups abread and their connection in
Germany. It is known that a so-called “Deutsche Freiheitspartei” has been in existence for a
considerable time and that it has adherents in the Reichswehr and amongst industrialists.

Another Reichswehr counter espionage agent active in Austria is one Rittmeister
Loesch also known as Herr Hauer.

This man is doing valuable work and is operating under the source of this report.

(AOB, do we may draw a conclusion, that Hauer was a British planted agent later in Cairo?)



Eppler Hans W.
KV 2/1488
PF 96628
Final file
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19.2.46Note re conversation with Major Milne, re Hauer ~ Minutes 27a

23.2.46Secret Telegram to S.I.M.E. re Hauer Minute 29a
28.2.46Secret Telegram from A.F.H.Q. re Hauer Minute 30a
1.3.46Extract from Secret Telegram from C.in C. Middle East ~ Minute 31a

10.3.46 Secret Telegram from C.in C. Middle East re Hauer Minute 32a
KV 2/1468, page 3

12.3.46Full particulars, and case history of Hauer minutes 33a

12.3.46Full particulars and case history of Sandstede minutes 34a
12.3.46Full particulars and case history of Eppler minutes 35a
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Head of Chancery of the Austrian Embassy address Belgrave Manor ? S.W.1.
These three copies, originally shown in negative fashion.
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Viktor Hauer’s pas o
In my perception: he is having a friendly expression

!
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5" September 1946
Dear Mr. Doolan.,

Thank you for your repport of the 18" August, enclosing a letter from Shanghai which was
received by Mrs. Poley of Maes-y-Gwyn, Neath Road, Briton Ferry.

The letter has been carefully examined, but contains nothing except personal affairs
concerning Eva Sandstede’s mother and family.

It was certainly wise to have the letter examined, and thank you for giving us the opportunity
of examining it; but Mrs. Foley would not in fact have committed any offence had she posted the letter
in this country for transmission to Germany. We have made enquiries, and find that there is no
restriction on private persons carrying mail to this country from China and intended for Germany,
provided it is posted in the normal way here. The offence would be committed were anyone to
attempt to evade censorship between this country and Germany by not using the authorised postal
channels.

The letter therefore returned, and may be posted in this country.

Yours sincerely,
Sir Percy Sillitoe
W.V. Doolan Esq
Chief Constable Neath Monough Constabulary Glamorganshire  6.9.46
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SIME/CC.102.705
Name Eppler Hans W.

Alias:
Date of birth: 7 August 1914
Place of Birth: Alexandria Egypt
Nationality: German
Occupation:  Business owner (Commerquant diploma)
Previous addresses: Godthaabsvej 90, Copenhagen
Kleisterstrasse 15 Berlin
Address to which desires proceed: Germany
Address of Relatives and Dependants:
Mother: Hana Bey Gafaar, Rue vieux Caire 10 Cairo (AOB, rules still
Napoleon?)
Wife: Sonia Eppler-Wallin

Godthaubsvej 90, Copenhagen. (AOB, did he after the war
continue his life with his Danish wife, or someone else?
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Name: Sandstede Hans Gerd

Alias:

Date of Birth: 26 October 1913
Place of Birth: Oldenburg
Nationality: German

Occupation: Export and Import Agent.

Previous addresses:  Acasia Avenue, Dar es Saalem, East Africa.
Address to which desires to proceed: Germany

Address of relatives and Dependents: Nil

Briefcase History.

1.Sandstede and Eppler (g.v.) arrived in May 1942 and were arrested in July 1942m having a
set up a W/T installation for the purpose communicating military information direct to
Rommel’s H.Q.

2.Under interrogation they eventually revealed a considerable amount of information dealing
with Abwehr methods and intentions, and their information was largely responsible for
breaking up the Egyptian 5" Column. (AOB, | have my severe doubts about the objectives of
the British Occupants of Egypt during wartime days; as they commenced with Irag and Persia
(Iran) They also gave evidence in Egyptian Military Courts.

l
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Name: Hauer, Viktor (Victor)

Alias Miiller, Franz

Date of Birth: 7 October 1907

Place of Birth: Spillaten , Upper Austria
Nationality: German (Austrian?)
Occupation: Official German Legation
Previous Addresses: Austrian Legation Paris

Austrian Legation Cairo
German Legation Cairo
Swedish Legation, Cairo

Address to which desires proceed: Hernalsergurtel 13/7 Vienna (Wien) XVII
Address of Relatives and Dependents: Mother Mrs. Rosa Giger

Wife: Mrs. Alice Hauer,
c/o M. Henri Groshens
Bureau de Poste Waldensbach
Belmont, NBas-Rhin,
France.

Brief case History:

1. Viktor Hauer is an Austrian by birth but is now a German subject. (for how long?) He was,
before the war, employed first in the Austrian Legation in Paris (from 1929 — 1943) and theb
in the Austrian Legation in Cairo. After the Anschluss be taken over on the German Legation
until the outbreak of the war, when he agreed (and was British permitted) to stay in Cairo to
work in the Swedish Legation, looking after German interests.

2. InJuly 1942 Hauer got in touch with (section deleted; | tend strongly to believe that he has
had contact with the British S.1.S.) and told him that he had been approached by two German
agents (Sandstede and Eppler (g.v.) with the request for a W/T set and passports. It was clear
that Hauer would be able to lead the security authorities to these two men, and indeed under
interrogation gave full details of the case.

(AOB, digesting the full implication of this text passages; that Hauer acted as secret
agent on behalf of M1 6 or Ml 5!)

3. Following this confession he interned for his own protection. (AOB, in foregoing reports
noticed as he had been “kidnapped” which is a real lie!)

Received under cover of S.I.M.E. /014.234/1/7/A1
Dated 4.3.46,
Received in M.1.5. 12.3 .46.
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Secret Telegram Received in Cipher.

Top Secret.

Mideast to Freedom for Sacmed Cite FHGB
Acarbrit for GSI(b) for Wright
Repeat Alcom Public Safety Travel Control
Snuffbox London for Speed.

For FX 61492 of 25" February:-
See my SIME/92255 of 27" February:-

See my SIME/92255 of 27" February. Allied Forces permit transit Italy entry Austria
obtained. R.A.F. agreed touch down Vienna save you trouble transport Hauer through Italy.

For Acabrit only. Your letter 16/I11/SF/3425 of 23" October, para 3 (a), (b), (c) and (d).
(a)Brief details by hand escort.
(b)Should go free.
(c)Might be of use.
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(d) c/c/ mother, Mrs Rosa Giver, Hernalsergurtel 13/7A, Vienne (Wien) XVII.

KV 2/1468, page 18

B.1.B (M.1.5.)
Allied Forces Headquarters action Mideast for S.I.M.E. information ACABRIT for
G.S.1. Snuffbox London. Alcom Public Safety Travel Control.

Reference ACRABRIT G.S.I. (German Secret Intelligence) 184 of 16™. February and
Snuffbox DS/548/46 of 23" February.

Hauer Viktor (Viktor). Please issue Allied Force permit entry authority endorsed valid
transit Italy for period of 8 days. Signal final instructions also estimated time and place of
arrival in Italy so that we can arrange escort transit to Austrian Frontier. Presume you are
arranging escort (group corrupt) Italy.

(AOB, such exclusive treatment was exceptional, but not for those against whom they owe
something. As we know from foregoing notations, Hauer supplied in some way information
onto the S.1.M.E.)
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To S.I.LM.E.
Infor: ACABRIT Vienna
AF.H.Q.
Alcom
Freedom for passengers for PSSC for Travel Control
(like Berlin for some years Vienna (Wien) was Governed by: Russia, US, Britain and France)

Reference ACABRIT signal GSI1B/184 of 16™ February.

1. No repeat no objection repatriation Austria of Hauer. Suggest detailed case
history be sent ACRABRIT for information.

2. F.O. (Foreign Office) and we agree general policy repatriation.
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C. In C. (Commander in Chief) Middle East SIME/89584

Top Secret.
Mideast to ACABRIT repeated Snuffbox London.

Reference your GSIB/184 of 16™ February:-

Grateful information Foreign Office current policy.

(AOB, this may be regarded being an extra proof that Hauer was considered with respect)
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From C. in C. Middle East. SIME/88439
Rp. BB 339
Date of Origin: 14.2.46

Top Secret.
Mideast to ACABRIT for G.S.I. (b) repeated Snuffbox.

For Wright from Dawson-Sheppered.

Refernce letter 1(b)/111/SF/3425 of 23.10.45:-

Desire urgently repatriate Austrian Victor (Viktor) Hauer to Austria, formerly of
Austrian Legation Cairo, then employed by German authorities on attachment Swedish
Legation Cairo as clerk cover German internee interests. No security danger and can be
allowed to go free. Was of assistance British security authorities and was subsequently
interned for own protection. His internment not generally known but release in Mid-East
would embarrass British and authorities. Grateful urgent reply agreement acceptance as
internment camp in which to be liquidated by 26™ February.

(AOB, there was more to worry about in respect British attitude during their occupation of
Egypt during the war, as we have noticed in our Part I1)

!
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Please read it yourself

This letter was of a far lower security level than the forgoing telegrams.
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Weber, Waldemar (Operator Libyan desert W/T station ,,Schildkrote®)
Aberle, Walter " ” ” ,
Sandstede, Heinrich Gerd @ Peter Muncaster
Eppler,  Johann (Hans) @ Hussein Gafaar

On 12th May (1942) an expedition comprising a party of eight men in six Ford V-8
lorries (Station-wagon) equipped with a number of wireless transmitting sets under the
leadership of a certain Hauptmann ven Almasy (see Part | for his passport) set out from the
oasis of Gialo (Italian ruled) in the Western Desert. The expedition had been carefully
planned by Almaésy, a Hungarian desert explorer, a glider expert and a man well known in
society circles in Cairo before the war. It object was to transverse the desert and to introduce
two spies into Egypt by way of Assiut. The two men chosen for this role were Heinrich Gerd
(likely Gerhardt) and Johann (Hans) Eppler. Alméasy was to leave Sandstede and Eppler near
Assiut and return with the motor (cars + one truck) transport to Gialo (again). Once they had
arrived in Egypt Sandstede and Eppler were to transmit by W/T such information as they
were able to acquire to Abwehr | attached to the headquarters of the Panzerarmee in Afrika
(DAK).

The expedition in making long desert journey from Gial to Assiut encountered serious
difficulties both in re-finding the correct tracks and passes and on account of shortage of
petrol and water. They were, however, able to find the tracks of an expedition which Almasy
had himself conducted in 1932 and ultimately some of the transport drew near to its objective.
A few hundred kilometres from Assiut everything not absolutely essential was taken off the
lorries and dumped. About seven kilometres from Assiut Sandstede and Eppler took their
leave of Almasy and the others and continued on foot carrying their twe (wireless sets and
other essential equipment.

Both Sandstede and Eppler had qualifications for the parts they were intended to play.
Sandstede was born in Oldenburg in 1931m the son of a professor of chemistry. He was
educated in Germany and there until 1930. In that year he emigrated to West (East, Tanzania
and Kenya) Africa and remained there abroad until the outbreak of war. He worked for
various firms ir-Seuth-West-and-South-Africa. At the beginning of 1938 he obtained a post as
office manager for the Texas Oil Company and he was first in Dar-es-Salaam and then in
Kampala, Nairobi and Mombassa. On the outbreak of war he was interned in Dar-es-Salaam
and in January1940 was repatriated to Germany as part of an exchange. After his return to
Germany he was employed in the Topographical Department in Berlin, his task being to
correct and translate maps of parts of Africa which were known to him. Sandstede speaks
English well and for the purpose of the expedition he was equipped with a forged British
passport in the name of Peter Muncaster.

Eppler was born in Alexandria in 1914, the illegitimate son of a German woman who
later married an Egyptian named Gafaar. He was brought up in Germany from 1915 until
1931, when he was brought to Egypt. There he attended the Lycee Francaise and he
subsequently became a merchant apprentice to a German National in Cairo. He stayed in
Cairo until August 1937 and while in Egypt made numerous excursions into the desert. He
also travelled through all the inhabited regions of Egypt and knew them well. In 1937 he
returned to Germany. He subsequently married a Danish woman and was in Germany and
Denmark earning his living in commerce down to September 1940, when he was conscripted
into the army. He served first with a motor transport depot until then with a signals depot unit
and later with interpreters depot unit. He was transferring to —
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— to the Topographical Department of the O.K.W. and, like Sandstede, was employed in checking
maps of those parts of Africa which were familiar to him. Eppler speaks fluent French, good Egyptian
Arabic and adequate English. During his residence in Egypt he had been legally known as Hussein
Gafaar (the name of his step-father) and he used the name for the purpose of the enterprise in 1942.

In the summer of 1941 both Sandstede and Eppler were transferred to the 15" Company
(Kompanie) of the Brandenburg (Lehr) Regiment (z.b.V. 800).(AOB, the latter is Abwehr section |1,
which may in some respect be compared with S.O.E, albeit, that assassinations were not their concern,
in contrast) for a very short time, apparently mainly for the purpose of incorporation into that unit as
their military depot regiment, and they returned to Berlin resuming their former employment in the
Topographical Department of the O.K.W. About this time Eppler was requested closely about his
knowledge of Egypt, of Egypt customs and of the Arabic language, etc. Sandstede states that both
men were being considered for a Wiistenpatrouille to operate to and from Kufra. Eppler, in fact made
a journey to Vienna (Wien) in civilian clothes to visit (meeting) Alméasy and to discuss the proposed
venture. Later, in the Autumn of 1941, the proposal was made that both men should become W/T
operators; Sandstede was apparently already to some extent familiar with such work but Eppler had
no knowledge of it all. They both spent a week in Munich (Munchen) receiving instruction in W/T
privately and they were both sent to a W/T course for about four weeks at the Abwehr Station Berlin-
Stahnsdorf. (Where Rudolf Staritz (97) have meet these guys)(AOB, strange is, that nowhere in the
British reports appear that their W/T training also commenced at Striegau (please consider their photo
taken at Striegau shown on page 5 of this file. Rudolf Staritz pointed them at Stahnsdorf they did not
have time for training-transmissions, which was just the job done at Striegau. The photo on page 5 had
been taken at the time when his brother Karl stayed there too)

In November, Almasy took charge and by now it had been definitely arranged that Sandstede and
Eppler should go to Egypt and obtain and send back information of military value. They were both
persuaded that their task would not be a dangerous one because it was of a purely military character
(later Almasy told them that if captured they would be exchanged for an English officer). Almasy
himself went to Africa about the end of December 1941 and the rest of the party followed in February
1942,

While Sandstede and Eppler were making their way to Egypt, disaster had in fact befallen at
their base. As indicated above the plan was that they should pass their messages by wireless to
Abwehr | attached to the Panzerarmee in Africa. This unit, under command of Major Zolling and
about half a dozen junior officers appear only to have had one wireless operator attached to it. This
man. A lance-corporal (Ogfr.) Waldemar Weber, together with a corporal (Fw.) in charge of the motor
transport of the unit, one Walter Aberle, were captured by our forces in the course of military
operations near Bir Hacheim on the 27" of May 1942. (AOB, the building-up of this summary gives
the (incorrect) impression that this drama happened in the early stages after they have arrived in
Tripoli; but this is not true: Almasy’s group left Gialo about 12 May, and the couple did arrive in
Cairo, say, 24/25 May; but Weber and Aberle’s “station Schildkrote” had been captured on 27 May,
thus two days after Sandstede and Eppler found their first address to stay in Cairo!)

Sandstede and Eppler, unaware of the fact that they were unable to communicate with their
base (Schildkréte), proceeded on their way to Assiut (Again the succession of evens versus de time-
table is apparend!) Just outside the town they buried their German uniforms and one of their W/T
sets?? In the sand and marked the point with a cairn. According to Sandstede it was originally
intended that they should stay in Assiut itself and operate there whilst Eppler was in Cairo. Eppler
however is said not to have wanted to become separated from Sandstede and in fact the two men
decided to go together. They arrived in Assiut on the morning of 24" of May (1942). They say they
spoke to nobody there except a servant whom they met in the street and whom the engaged to carry
their things for them. They left Assiut by train about 1300 hours the same day, arriving in Cairo in the
evening. (24" of May 1942)

Most pensions and boarding houses in Cairo were full but after some considerable difficulty
they found some rooms which —
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— which they took and which were still rented by them at the time of their arrest. Sandstede
soon started to make plans to establish W/T communications with Weber; he bought a radio
receiving set and had an aerial fitted on the roof of the house. The aerial was so fitted that it
would appear to be serving the radio whereas in reality it was connected to his own W/T
transmitter and receiver. He sent out his call sign frequently and when he got no reply he
thought his failure must be due to the situation of the set and started looking for a more
suitable site.

Meanwhile, thanks to their contacts with various women and to Eppler’s knowledge of
Cairo and of the Arabic language they had begun to frequent those places which ought to
provide them with the contact likely to produce information they had been sent to acquire and
pass on. They needed helpers both for this purpose and to get their English currency changed
into Egyptian. When they arrived in Assiut they had in their possession £600 Egyptian and
£3000 Sterling. It came as a shock to them to discover that Stirling is not valid currency in
Egypt and that people possessing it are liable to arrest and imprisonment. Steps therefore had
to be taken and contacts found in order that their money might be changed on the Black
Market. They soon found the necessary contacts among habitués of the night clubs, cabarets
and bars which they patronised. Eppler had one contact he believed he could rely on. His
mother, father, and half-brother had lived in Cairo. He visited them, and found that his (step-
father) was dead and that his half-brother, Hassan Gafaar was away. He disclosed his identity
to his mother but told her to say nothing to his half-brother, nor did she do for nearly three
weeks according to Hassan’s own story when he was subsequently arrested. Eppler did not
fact contact Hassan when the latter came back to Cairo. They also the acquaintance of one
Hekmet Fahmy, a dancer, who invited them to her houseboat on the Nile. This gave them the
idea of hiring a houseboat which was used by Sandstede and Eppler up to the time of their
arrest. Once established on the houseboat however, a further attempt was made to get into
communication with Weber (AOB, incorrect, because officially they should communicate
with the W/T station “Schildkrote” and the personal name of one of the operators never was
the real focus upon!), but again without result. The possibility that Weber could be captured
or unable to operate (Eppler and Sandstede had been given no alternative or emergency
methods of communications) seems not to have been considered and it was assumed that
something had gone wrong with their wireless transmitting set. This led to Eppler contacting
his half-brother Hassan who was told of the wireless difficulties and asked to help. Hassan
agreed to do so and got into touch with an acquaintance of his, a German. Employed by the
neutral (Swedish) Legation looking after the affairs of German internees in Egypt. The whole
case was put to this German who did in fact know of a transmitter in Cairo and which he duly
produced. This transmitter however naturally produced no better result and Eppler says they
threw it into the Nile. (AOB, in contrast, it was Anwar Sadat (the later Egyptian President),
who took it away with him)

By this time the financial position in which Sandstede and Eppler found themselves
was becoming desperate. (AOB, the fault lays in Berlin, where they decided to supply useless
British Pounds instead of Egyptian Pounds only!)(too complicated for this Survey: the War
Convention of 1908, laid the payments of the Occupying Force on the budget of the Occupied
Entity, in casu Country) They had been two months in Egypt, had spent money in profusion,
had achieved nothing and could get no response to their transmissions. It was decided that
Eppler must get away back to Rommel and find out that was wrong. They also must have
more money. Again they appealed to the German above referred to.
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To. This time he could not help them himself but could and did introduce them to the
Germany wife of an Egyptian official. This woman was anxious to help them and to find
means for Eppler to escape, preferably by air. She put Eppler in touch with a friend of hers
and through an elaborate process of introductions he ultimately met an officer in the Egyptian
Flying Corps and discussed with him plans for flying back to Rommel. At this meeting, at
which several other persons who had been concerned in the chain of introductions were
present, it was agreed that the wireless message should be sent by a transmitter (set up at
Zagazig) giving an account of Sandstede’s and Eppler’s plight and appealing for help in
procuring their exchange against British prisoners should they be captured. This was sent,
before answer could arrive one of those one of those who had been concerned in the
introduction had informed the authorities of the fact and on 25" July 1942 Sandstede and
Eppler and a number of persons who had been in contact with them were arrested (too).

Both Sandstede and Eppler had a diary; they both claim that these diaries were written
to cover themselves if ever they should have to explain their achievements in Egypt to the
Germans. A larger number of the entries in the diary were true, but many were false. They
both denied vigorously for instance that Eppler had ever left Cairo of Suez or Port Said or had
been any agents there. They both admit however that the original intention was that they
should arrange for agents in those parts to report all shipping and troop movements to them.
The diaries were written up when it seemed likely that Rommel would arrive in Cairo, and
when the scare died down they continued them in the hope that Eppler would be able to return
to the German lines, in which case he would have taken his diary with him.

In fact, Sandstede and Eppler had, so far as can be ascertained, achieved nothing. This
may be accounted for by the fact primarily that their transmitter got no response from
Weber’s (station Schildkrote), that they were unable or unwilling to make certain contacts
which they had been told to make and because they were too intoxicated with the possession
of so much money and too intent upon enjoying the flesh pots of Egypt in the or, of women
and wine. Their average outlay nightly for these things was round £20 and it was this
extravagance which got them into difficulties over the exchange and compelled the attempt to
get back to (the German) Headquarters.

Sandstede’s passport in the name of Peter Muncaster was issued to him by the Abwehr
in Berlin. Itis an entirely false document. The passport shows no trace od erasure but both
Sandstede and Eppler assert that the original name had been erased and the name of Peter
Muncaster inserted. Sandstede says he chose the name of Muncaster himself as he used to
know someone of the name in East Africa.

In view of the part which Abwehr | at Panzer Headquarters played in connection with
this expedition it is of interest shortly to note the history of Weber and Aberle. Both these
men were Palestinian born Germans. They both previously been concerned with not wholly
dissimilar projects. Weber was born in 1912 and appears to have lived in Palestine most of
his life. He became a member of the Nazi Party in 1934 and did military in Germany in 1936.
Aberle, who s aged about 37, also born in Palestine, was in partnership with Weber at Haifa
from 1936 until the outbreak of war in a garage business. Both men speak Arabic and Aberle
speaks fluent English (AOB, in one of the foregoing chapters, | doubted the fact that was
mentioned when the New Zealanders captured “Schildkréte” W/T station that they found
Rebecca whereas the operators did not speak well English; which | strongly doubted, for the
latter reasons!)



KV 2/1467, page 30

fluent English. Immediately prior to the outbreak of war Weber left Haifa for Germany and
in October 1939 he was called up to the 25™ Infantry Signals Depot Company and received a
WI/T training. In the spring of 1940 he was transferred to the Brandenburg Regiment. In July
1940 he went with half of 5 Company (50 men and two officers) as a “tourist” in civilian
clothes to Bulgaria. All carried full military equipment in boxes. He returned to Germany in
November 1940 and received a course training in codes and in April 1941 was being prepared
for an excursion to Iraq via Syria, which did not take place. In July 1941 he was sent to
Istanbul (Istambul) as a civilian to run a secret W/T station. He returned to Germany in
September 1941 and was almost immediately sent to Athens with a view to a visit to Syria




and in order to discuss wireless arrangements for this visit. At Athens he received detailed
instructions concerning wireless traffic from Syria and Athens. Weber says that he refused to
go to Syria on the grounds that his Arabic was not good enough (AOB, Weber, as was Aberle
originated from Palestine). In January 1942 he was sent to Abwehrstelle, Paris, to study the
British Order of Battle and in February 1942 he was returned to Berlin and received
instructions to go to Africa and arrived in Tripoli (Tripolis) at the end of the month.

Aberle had a less adventurous career, returning to Germany at the outbreak of the war.
He was called up to an anti depot in the Autumn of 1939 and transferred to the Brandenburg
Regiment (AOB, by then not yet carrying that name; Regiment z.b.V. 800, thereafter
Lehrregiment Brandenburg followed with Division Brandenburg) in the Spring of 1940. He
spent some months in the Autumn of 1940 on the coast of Belgium preparing for the attack on
England and in October of 1941 he was sent to Tripoli (Tripolis).

Both Weber and Aberle confirmed the account given by Sandstede and Eppler of the
excursion and Weber asserted that it was the intention that Sandstede should remain in Assiut
and that only Eppler should go to Cairo. Weber had full knowledge of the whole of the
Almasy project and had met Sandstede and Eppler in the Autumn of 1941 in Berlin. He had
next come into direct contact with the scheme on his arrival in Tripoli (Tripolis) at the end of
February 1942. Meetings used to take place on the private villa of Almasy in Tripoli
(Tripolis) for the purpose of discussing the expedition. An interesting entry in Weber’s diary
at this time (March 1% 1942) reads “We make preparations for the expedition but I do not
know if | am to take part or not”.

B.1.B. (M.1.5.)
5.1.43 E.B. Stamp

(AOB, curious is this summary, is, that nowhere we find a link to Weber and Aberle’s mobile
WI/T station “Schildkréte” albeit that the R.S.S. reports are frequently referring onto it)

Quoting from: HW 19-332, continuing still with page 48, + 49

'SALAM' was with WIDO in the Tripoli area until late in
April and was the recipient and signatory of numerous messages on
Service 2/25. He has now moved somewhere else and is organising a
new triangular %/T service SALANM~SCHILDKROETE~OTTER,
‘Salam’(Salaam) was with Wido in the Tripoli area until late in April (’42) and was the recipient
and signatory of numerous messages on Service 2/25 (Tripoli — Berlin, view the Deutsche
Funkkarte A.) He was now moved somewhere else and organising a new triangular W/T service
Salaam-Schildkréte-Otter (AOB, Salaam may have been the W/T section directly dedicated to
Almaésy’s work during preliminary preparation in or about Tripoli) (Schildkrdte we have already
encountered; and Otter may have been a W/T station in the area of Athens).

We have reached the end of the file series: KV 2/1467 (I — I11) and KV 2/1468

I would though, to substitute some fro Major Sansom’s book
Spied Spies
Dealing with his time in Egypt, where he, like Eppler possessed a longer engagement history
than the wartime days only.



Considering his chapter the Eppler story

I would like to briefly refer to the currency drama, which actually was the base on which the
whole matter was blown.

Page 113

Under the current regulations in Egypt at that time English money was not changed by banks
but had to be taken personally to the British Army Paymaster. So | went to the Paymaster’s
office to find out how much sterling had been coming in.

“As a matter of fact, | think there has been a bit more in the last couple of weeks”.
The young Pay Corps officer have me a quizzical, how-the-devil-did you-know look. “Hang
on a minute, and I’ll gat out the figures.”

The figures showed that the increase was noticeable but not sensational.

“Then it could be a coincident,” | said. “Where has the money been coming from?”

The usual places —Shepheard’s, Groppi’s, the Turf Club, cabarets and night-clubs and
so on. | can give you details”. “Pleas do. And send me all future English notes you receive
with the details of their origin.”

I was to learn later that when they first reached Cairo, just before the start of the flap,
Eppler and Moncaster (previously they referred to Peter Muncaster) changed a big sum on the
black market at a discount of 331/3 per cent. The next time they tried to change sterling the
discount rate was risen fifty per cent, so they held off; and a few days later they could not find
anyone to change their British money at any price.

I learnt afterwards that was the last occasion Hans Eppler wore Army uniform in Cairo (AOB,
nowhere have found a confirmation of this, what is, in my perception, not logical because he
spoke good Egyptian Arabic)

As a matter of course I had the English money (notes) flown home for inspection by the bank
of England, and the bank’s report was a nock-out. Many of the pound notes spent at the Turf
Club and other bars were traced back to deposits in neutral countries like Switzerland and
Spain, which made it more than ever likely that they had been supplied by the Germans to
spy.

The five-pounds notes, almost unbelievably, were forgeries-but excellent forgeries, far too
good to have been made by an ordinary gang. “Almost certainly forged by the German
Government” said the Bank of England.

It was already known in London that the German Government had been forging British
currency, especially five-pound notes, with the a to pouring them into neutral countries in
order to undermine sterling, as samples of their work had been examined.

Following with; on page 117:

“Have you read this?” Bob asked showing me a book. It was the best-selling Rebecca, by
Daphne du Maurier.

“Yes, when it came out. Why?

I found it among the possessions of a couple of German prisoners of war. (AOB, Aberle and
Weber). It was the only book they had.”

Page 118:



“Neither of them knows a word of English” he said. “They were captured”, he went on,
seeing that he had caught my interest now,” at a field monitoring station in the desert. (AOB,
nice story, but literary freedom exploited as so often.

Aberle and Weber had been captured in the W/T Libyan desert station, named “Schildkréte”.
In my perception, Mr. Sansom is writing a novel, with some historical roots, but not more
than that!

However, | would like to close this contribution with a striking photo showing: Johann
Eppler, with his wife (which one? His Former Danish wife?) His daughter, Mrs, Sansom and
Mr Sansom somewhere on a London party about 1960.

Photo Keystone Press Agency

From left to right: Johann (Hans) Eppler, Miss Eppler his daughter, Mrs. Eppler his wife;
Mrs. Sansom and on the far right Mr Sansom

Not too often will be found such an exceptional gathering; where a once caught spy is
gathering in a “friendship way” gathering with his former “hunter”. It all once happened in
1960; I suppose that there existed a mutual friendship.

Terminated on 1 April 2019



