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. Duringz the agsessment of the Wintershell 4.G., works at
Lutzkendord;, Seaxony, mention was mede of part of the plant evacusted
to the Frilon-Rredelar area., The implication was of Pive o six
hidden oil plants, among which a Fischer-Tropsch plant seemed to be
included, The iead was not for the moment pursued, but references
to plants in the sree were afterwards found in e Gellenberg document,
and these plants bore the code nares (fen (distilling plant), Taube
(cracking plant) and Lachs (of which the meaning was at thet time

aknown). It was Bhought that a short visit to this area would
clarify the siftuabion, and accordingly the district was investigated
on 17th and 18th July.

It wes found thot the following plants were in the area:

Ofen 5/6 liessinghausen o _

v 7/8 Iiihlenbein distilletiond petroleum
Taube 2 eracking of residues from Ofen 5-8,
Lachs plant for synthesizing alcohols axd ethers (this

seems Yo be the oconnotation of the code neme "Lachs™}

OFEii_5/6 tessinghausen M.R. R.Be 6511, sheet 1..52, Germany,
1:250,220.

The plant was operated by the Wintershall A.G., and was built of
materials and plents from Rheine, neer Osnzbrlick. It consisted of
two units for the direct distillation of petroleum from Nienhagen,
neer Henover., fach unit had a capacity of sbout 120 c.m. per day,
which gives a monthly througbput of ebout 2,500 tons.

The process consisted in topping the petrcleum for petrol (15%),
and running off a middle fraction es diesel oil (257). It was
intended %o crack the residue (60%) in Taube 2.

nhe plant was built in 3eptember and Qctober, and sharted worki_ng
in Nevember, 1944.  Apout 1,000 0.T. men were cuployed in building it.

mhe total of staff was at present about 35, which included a
laboratory staff of sbout thrse.

OFmy 7/8. iihlenbein, near Messingheusen (aihlenbein is the name
of & faxrm). I.E. R.B, 5612, sheet L.52, Germany 1:250,000.

“he plant was elso operated by the wintershall A.3. and was built
of materisl end plant from Liltzkendorf. It was an exact duplicate
of Ofen 5/6, but thers wes no laboraiory. 7he staffhal come from
Litzkendorf,

Both plents were situated in digused quarries, end were covered
with camouflege; they had good rail znd road CIMSXIONS.
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Both plants were working on small reserves of cruds oll Tor
civilian and Jilitary-Government use, bubt transport difTiculties
prevented the arrival offresh supplies from the Tanovsr fisld,
Difficulty would also arise in connection with the Qisposzl of the
residue,

DAURE 2 Bredelexr, on the north side of the road to liieder
Harsberg H.Re R.B. 7316, sheet L.52, Germaryl:250,C0C.

buvor

morent of the visit part of the plent was being dismantled for
enmergency use elsewhere; it would have been finished quickly but for
danmege done by Displaced Persons. It took tre form of Dubbs units
for cracking fhe residues from Ofen 5/8 under & pressure of 50 atm.,
and was stated to give a 50 per cent. wetrol yield.

The plant was due for completion in iuwgust, 1945, and at the

The plent was built by She Deutsche Bergbau-u. EHutienbavgesell-
schaft, Frankfort, The cepacity was estimsted by the iuvestigsfors
to approach 100,000 tons & yeer. According to data collccted from
Ofens 5/8, it should have bad to tale 72,000 tons. Io documents
were sveileble, but D.P's had burnt many in a hole in the ground,
and fregrents remsining were of drewings relating to crecking plant
by Carl Still, Reddinghausen, and were dated 1937, although cne of
21st February, 1945, relsted to a diesel-oll ceolumn, and te Yeube Il.

The plont was very cleverly coneceeled in a wood.

LACES Bredelsar, on the south side of the roed to Nieder Mersberg,
directly opposite Taube 2, M.R. R.Be 7316, sheet L.52, Germamy:
1’ 250,0%'

This plant had been evecueted from Rheinpreussen, but litile
progress had been mede in its erection, It bad been in use =t
Rheinpreussen utilizing the unsaturated hydrocarbons from the
Fischer-Tropsch pleant. It was now proposed to use the creciing
geses from Taube 2, These gases were sald to be poor in ethylene,
The propylene end butylene were to be licitjef‘ie& by compression and
converted by esterification with 70 %o BO;a.sulphuric peid, followed
by hydrolysis wilh superheated stesn, to yield a mixture of isopxoiyl
and isdakyl alcohols. The esterificailon was to be cerried out iv
autoclaves working et 4C o 70°C. snd 10 %o 20 atmospheres.  The
yield cfethers as by-products increased 2t the higher temperz;tu:.:e
renges. The rixed hydrolysed products were separsted by fractional
distillation., The totel cutpub of elechols ¢xd by-product ethers
was to be 200 to 250 tons per month.

The sulphuric scid from the hydrolysis stage had a strength of
o0 to 25 per cent., and wes recencenirsted up to 60 per cent. in
lepd-lired circulatoxy eveporators using a thermo-syrbon, with o rinel
concentration to 70 to 80 per cent. in 'through flow* eveporaters of
ferro=-gilicon.
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lach of this informaticn was ootained by interviewing
Dr. Hallsser from Rheimpreussen in the C,T. Barracks rearby, FHe Was
the production menager. Documents connected with the Lachs plant
were said to have been destroyed by Italisn displsced persors.

4 short interview elsoc took place with Dr. Schmidt, who was to be
in charge of the evacuated research lsborstory situated at
Ludenscheidt. FHe had worked in the researeh leboratory at
Rheinpreussen on the eonversion of higher slcohols into ketones over
catalysts, principally zine oxids.

Both Dr. Hlusser emd Dr. Schmidt were subordinsate at
Pheippreussen to a Dr. Crimme. Dr. Schmidt appeared to have no
knowledge of Iso~Synthesis.




